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Pustic Law 601, 79TH CONGRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


(53, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress asse mbled, ee ¢ 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


RULE X 
SEC, 121, STANDING COMMITTEES 
a é + a ” + * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
* 7 ” * a * > 
RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * > * e 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con 
gress, the following standing committees: 


» * > * * 


q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 


- ~ ak * * 
RuLE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COM MITTEES 


* * * + + + * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 
a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
tion, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 
For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig 
nated by any such chairman or member 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
DAYTON, OHIO, AREA—Part 2 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1954 


Untrep States Howse or Representatives, 
Suncom MITTEE OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 9:10 a. m., in the city commission room, 
Municipal Building, Dayton, Ohio, Hon. Gordon’ H. Scherer (chair 
man) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Gordon H. Sherer, 
Kit Clardy, and Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Courtney 
E. Owens, chief investigator: W. Jackson Jones, investigator; and 
Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. Counsel, you may 
call the first witness for this date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hugh De Lacy, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Scnerer. Will you raise your right hand, sir? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. De Lacy. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF HUGH De LACY 


Mr. Dr Lacy. My name is Hugh De Lacy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, for the purposes of the record, and 
to make it plain to the witness and any others interested, I think I 
should state the reasons for the calling of Mr. De Lacy at this time. 

During the hearings which this committee conducted in June 1954 
in Seattle, testimony was received from a number of witnesses regard- 
ing certain activities of the Communist Party in that area. 

In the course of that testimony, this witness was identified as having 
played a prominent part in those activities, and having been at that 
fans a member of the Communist Party. 

The committee decided that it would not attempt to call Mr. De Lacy 
from Ohio to Seattle to question him regarding these matters, but 
that at the first opportunity, when it was convenient to the committee, 
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his presence should be secured before the committee. This is the very 
next hearing after the Seattle hearings. That is my recollection. 
And it is the first time we have been in Ohio since the Seattle hearings. 
So it was thought wise to utilize this occasion to call the witness 
in on these matters that took place in Seattle. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand the witness is a resident of Ohio. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think perhaps the record ought to show also, Mr. 
Chairman, that you and I were at the Seattle hearing at which that 
testimony was taken. 

Mr. Scuerer. You may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. De Lacy, it is noted that you are not accom- 
panied by counsel, and as a matter of form, the committee always ad- 
vises a witness that he is entitled to counsel, if he desires to have one 
with him. So I am advising you of that right. 

Mr. De Lacy. My understanding, Mr. Tavenner, is that since coun- 
sel can’t cross-examine adverse witnesses, he is of limited utility, but 
Tam glad to be advised. Iam very happy to be informed of my rights, 
but I thought that the committee would probably receive me as it 
asked for me to come. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. De Lacy ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I was born in Seattle, Wash., in 1910. 

Mr. TavenNer. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. De Lacy. In Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. TavenNnErR. How long have vou lived in the State of Ohio? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Since 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
mur educational training has been? 

Mr. De Lacy. Iam a oraduate of the University of Washington at 
Seattle; received a master’s degree, master of arts degree in 1931, I 
believe. 

[I taught in the university 3 years, and was studying for a doctorate 
when the maelstrom of New Deal politics caught me and elevated me 
into various offices one after another. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were those offices to which you were elevated ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. First was in 1937 to the city council in the city of 
Seattle. After a stormy term, and what I suppose could be described 
as reverses, I was subsequently in 1944 elected to the Congress of the 
United States as a Roosevelt supporter. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What year was that? 

Mr. Der Lacy. 1944. 

Mr. TAvENNER. How many terms did you serve ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I served one term. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any other positions to which you were 
elevated ¢ 

Mr. Dre Lacy. One I considered very high in my opinion. I was 
a Democratic Party precinct committeeman, but no other public 
offices. State committeeman, too, at one time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, in addition to these various positions 
which you have held, what employment did you have prior to your 
coming to the “vg ite of Ohio? 

Mr. Dr Leer. Well, Mr. Chairman, I think my immediate pre- 

ceding part- times employment was with the Progressive Party of 
Washington. 


J , 
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Mr. Crarpy. That is the State of Washington ? 

Mr. De Lacy. State of Washington, yes. 

Mr. TavENNER. In what capacity ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I was a, I guess you would say, a State organizer. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Over what period of time were you a State or- 
ganizer in the Progressive Party in Washington ? 

Mr. De Lacy. A rather short period. I believe it was from some- 
where around February or March, perhaps even later, of 1948, up 
to somewhere around June. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the same year? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Same year. Those dates are approximate. I am not 
quite clear on them. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell the committee what other chief em- 
ployment activities you had? 

Mr. Der Lacy. I am somewhat reluctant, Mr. Tavenner—the truth 
was that when I was defeated for Congress I found employment very 
difficult to obtain. And I cast about, and I had a job with a union 
there for a period of about a year. The reason I am reluctant is that 
some members of the committee at some time in the committee’s 
activities have intervened in strike situations and given me the im- 
pression that the committee is sometimes inclined to take sides in 
industrial disputes. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I contradict you, that is not true under any 
circumstances. If you have that impression, which I seriously doubt, 
it is not true. 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Thank you for the information. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You don’t have to thank me at all. I am merely ad- 
vising you as to the attitude of the committee. I think that is a 
gratuitous insult, deliberately delivered against the committee for 
your own purposes. I want you to understand I think that. I am 
not speaking for anyone but myself. 

You are not answering the question. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask he be directed to refrain from the stump 
speeches and that he answer the question and no more. 

Mr. ScHerer. What was the question ? 

Mr. TavenneER. The question was to tell the committee what other 
employment he had. 

Mr. De Lacy. If the committee insists, I shall. I have nothing 
to hide about it. I would rather that the name of any particular 
union not be entered here, that is all. 

Mr. TavenneER. In what capacity did you work with that particular 
union ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I was editor of its monthly magazine. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. What was the name of that union? 

Mr. De Lacy. If the committee presses me, I shall say that it was 
Hope Lodge 79 of the International Association of Machinists. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Over what period of time did you hold that position ? 

Mr. De Lacy. There again my recollection will not be exact, but it 
must have been for approximately a year. It must have been during 
most of 1947 and perhaps into the first month or so of 1948, some such 
time. 

Mr. TavenneR. Prior to 1947 how were you employed ? 
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Mr. Dr Lacy. Well, in 1946 I was serving as a Member of Congress. 
In the fall of that year we were all campaigning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, that takes care of the year 1947, the fact you 
were 1n Congress. 

Prior to 1946—— 

Mr. De Lacy. 1945, and of course I would have been a Member of 
Congress, having been elected in 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Then prior to 1944, what was your employ- 
nent ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. In 1944 I was working in a shipyard—yes, working in 
a shipyard in Seattle. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the shipyard ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. It was one of the subsidiaries of Todd’s. They called 
it Seattle Pacific. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When you came to the State of Ohio in 1948, I be- 
lieve, did you come here in an official—— 

Mr. Scurerer. Pardon me, Mr. Counsel. You say you were working 
in the shipyard? For whom were you working at that time ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. I was working for the corporation, for Todd, build- 
Ing ships, destroyers. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you say destroyers ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you came to the State of Ohio in 1948, did you 
serve in the capacity of an official of the Progressive Party when you 
first came here ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. Let me see if I get that straight. Not of the State 
party. Iwas then a field organizer for the national organization, and 
I came here to assist in the management of the Wallace-for-President 
campaign in Ohio. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. That was the occasion for your coming from the 
State of Washington to the State of Ohio; was it not ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. Not immediately. The occasion was to go on a field 
trip to a number of States for the Progressive Party, in the course of 
which I landed in Ohio, I think, September, sometime just prior to the 
election itself. 

Mr. CLarpy. You mean, then, those who were leading and heading up 
the national group, running the Progressive Party, had you on this 
tour that you have described, so that until you got to Ohio you were 
working for the national organization direc tly? ¢ 

Mr. Dre Lacy. And even, sir, after I was in Ohio for some time I was 
working with the local organ lization, State organization, but as a 
ational representat ive, 

Mr. CLarpy. Who in the national organization hired you 4 

Mr. De Lacy. Well, Mr. Chairman, I presume that it is in your 
mind, the relevance of all of these questions. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I wouldn’t have asked you if I had not thought it was 
relevant. 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. I am trying to answer fully about my own 
activities. 

Is there a borderline as to where the committee may not enter into 
the internal affairs of free association in the United States? 

Mr. Ciarpy. We haven’t crossed any borderline if there is such. 
Will you answer the question 
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Mr. Dr Lacy. The questions of employment of national staff people 
are under the immediate, in the immediate care of the executive sec 
retary, the national executive secretary. ‘They are passed on, dis- 
cussed, by various executive bodies to which he is beholden. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I am asking you a very simple question. Who hired 
you? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Well, to the best of my knowledge and belief, it was 
the national secretary, and that was it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Who was ai 

Mr. Dr Lacy. He was Mr. C. B. Baldwin. 

Mr. Ciarpy. He was sa one who directly contacted you and the 
one with whom you had conversations which led to youre mployme nt ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. After serving for a time as organizer of the Pro- 
gressive Party in the State of Ohio, did you obtain a higher position, 
attain a higher position within that organization in the State of Ohio? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. After the elections were over, I was—I became State 
director of the Progressive Party of Ohio, having decided in the 
meantime to stay in this State. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain as State director? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I believe that was right up, right up after November 
1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. And after that time did you still hold an official 
position with the Progressive Party in the State of Ohio? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. After that time, well, not that position. At any rate, 
I found it necessary—I want to be accurate about this. I believe what 
hi appe ned was that I for a time kept = title of State director, there 
being no immediate successor found, but that I was not any longer 
full time working at it. I think that was the situation, so the effective 
period of my service as State director was up to and shortly after the 
election date of November 1950, the State election date. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other positions have you held in the State 
organization in the State of Ohio besides organizer and director ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Well, I believe those are—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you the head of the organization at any time? 

Mr. De Lacy. The head of the organization is actually, as in any 
political party, it is the State chairman. TI was what might be de- 
scribed, I suppose, as the executive officer, the one who runs around 
and does the things the body decides on. To the best of my recollec 
tion, that was the sole State post which TI held except that—I have 
forgotten when I was elected. I was elected as a national committee- 
man to the Progressive Party from Ohio which would be a State 
office. 

Mr. TAveENNER. During the course of the hearings in Seattle, a wit- 
ness by the name of Barbara Hartle took the stand. 

Barbara Hartle, I should explain for the benefit of the record, was 
one of the Smith Act defendants in the trial of a number of alleged 
Communist Party members in the city of Seattle and, though she did 
not take the stand in that case, she was convicted and sentenced and 
is now serving a sentence. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Along with several others. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Along with other persons. Barbara Hartle testi- 
fied before our committee every day for a period of 6 or 7 days, not all 
of each day. Her testimony is very voluminous. She was considered 
the No. 2 Communist in the Northwest. She was a college graduate 
with a Phi Beta Kappa standing, a very intelligent person. 

She explained in great detail the philosophy of the Communist 
Party and the policies under which it operated. During it, she ex- 
plained that she had made up her mind before the trial she would 
break with the Communist Party, but she didn’t do it before the 
trial because she thought that her testimony that she might be asked 
to give on this subject, which she did give before this committee, might 
to some extent lose its strength and its validity if she testified before 
she was sentenced. So she was sentenced and then after having been 
sentenced she testified before this committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner, at the time she testified she was serv- 
ing her sentence. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; she was serving her sentence at that time she 
testified. 

Mr. Cuarvy. If my memory is correct, she received a 5-year term; 
did she not ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes; I think that is a minimum. 

Mr. Tavenner. She had been a Communist Party member, I believe 
she testified, for a period of 21 years. I think that is probably all that 
is necessary to say by way of a general description leading up to the 
questions that I want to ask you. 

During the course of her testimony she was discussing the situation 
which so frequently developed of a conflict between the interests of a 
union and the interests of the Communist Party. That was the gen- 
eral subject she was discussing at the time these questions occurred 
which I am now going to call to your attention. 

She was explaining how those things occurred and how in substance 
that the Communist Party was working for its own interests rather 
than for the real interests of labor. 

I would like to review a little of this testimony with you before 
asking you to testify on this same general subject. 

Mr. Waurer. What was the woman’s name? 

Mr. Tavenner. Barbara Hartle. 

Mr. Watter. This is the first I ever heard of her. Where is the 
woman now ? 

Mr. Tavenner. She is at Alderson Federal Penitentiary. 

Mr. Watrer. It would seem to me, after doing what she did, the least 
this committee could do would be to suggest to the Board of Pardons 
that she be released from her incarceration, particularly if she turned 
her back on this movement before she was convicted. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That idea occurred to those of us on the subcommittee 
out there and, strangely enough, she asked us not to do anything. She 
said she made the mistake and wanted to pay for it. 

Mr. Tavenner. She made it pretty plain, if you please, she is dedi- 
cating her life to try to undo many of the things she did early in life. 

Were you acquainted with Barbara Hartle? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. You are beginning your questioning ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
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Mr. De Lacy. Well, now, Mr. Chairman, I think with the descrip 
tion you have given, that has been given of Mrs. Hartle, that this is a 
question which the counsel might very well wish to withdraw. 

Mr. Scuerer. Counsel doesn’t wish to withdraw it, and you are 
directed to answer it, please. Will you answer it, sir? 

Mr. De Lacy. Then, Mr. Chairman, under the existing laws which 
Congress has passed, and the President signed, and which make the 
position of this party to which she belonged quite dubious, and under 
the first amendment to the Constitution which gives us all the right to 
free speech, to freedom of assembly peaceably, to petition for address 
of grievances, and under the fifth amendment which gives us the right 
to not to testify against ourselves, nor to be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property without due process of law, I must respectfully decline to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have, I suppose, properly invoked the fifth 
amendment but not the first amendment. 

Will you proceed to the next question ? 

Mr. Watrter. Just at this point it might be interesting for me to call 
your attention to the fifth amendment. ‘This is a pamphlet i issued by 
the UE, Radio and Machine Workers of America, UE, 11 East 51st 
Street. Here is the way they quote the fifth amendment : 


Nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself— 
and so on. 

You will note here that this prohibition against compulsion is in a 
criminal case. This not only is not a criminal case, but it is not a 
criminal case at all. Cert: Linly admitting knowing this woman could 
in no wise involve you in a criminal case, even under the new laws 
which I assisted as a member of the Judicial Committee in drafting 
It certainly seems to me, Mr. De Lacy, that your objection as far as the 
fifth amendment is concerned is not well taken. Of course, it is up to 
you. 

Mr. De Lacy. I think, Mr. Chairman, in view of what I have stated, 

I should persist in my position. 

Mr. Watrer. You feel that to answer this question as to whether or 
not you know this Barbara Hartle would subject you to prosecution in 
a criminal case ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I appreciate your kind intent, Mr. Walter. As to 
why I might invoke the priv ilege— 

Mr. Watrer. That is, of course, up to you. That is your business. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Of course, the only ground upon which you can stand is 
the genuine fear and apprehension ‘that a truthful answer will in some 
way incriminate you. That is the only ground on which you can 
actually invoke it. I never thought I would ever as a member of this 
committee have a former member of the greatest deliberative body in 
the world retreat behind the fifth amendment. I am astonished and 
amazed that one would. 

Mr. De Lacy. I thought I would never see anybody in the highest 
deliberating body in the land attempt to override either the first, fifth, 
or any other amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Scurnrer. I think we have had our say on this. Proceed, counsel, 
with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Hartle, as I undertook to explain a few 
minutes ago, was describing various incidents where there were con- 
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flicts between the interest of the union and the interest of the Com- 
munist Party. So I will read one introductory paragraph : 


Mrs. HartLe. I remember quite a striking incident involving the Teamsters’ 
Union in Spokane, too. The Teamsters’ Union was on strike against the Daven- 
port Hotel in Spokane, and this strike was supported by the Central Labor Coun- 
cil of Spokane, and a regular picket line was put on by the Teamsters’ Union on 
the Davenport Hotel, but the Communists there worked for a mass picket line. 
They tried to prevail on the teamsters to have hundreds of persons participating 
in the picket line, all their own members, and to get public support to it, but the 
Central Labor Council and the teamsters’ union did not adopt this policy of trying 
to get a mass picket line. 

However, the Communists were not satisfied when they could not convince 
the teamsters’ union to do this; they decided to get at it in another way, and 
they used their influence in the Workers’ Alliance to send a large delegation to 
participate in this picket line, and the delegation, of which I was a part, came 
up to the Davenport Hotel to try to join the picket line, and the officers of the 
leamsters’ Union who were there with the picket line and on it said that they 
didn’t want to have us there, that we should go away; they didn’t need us or 

ant us on this picket line. So the answer of the Communists was, in which 
I participated, that they must want to lose the strike; they were selling out their 
workers and trying to lose the strike or they wouldn’t turn down this help on 
this picket line. 

Do you have any knowledge of that incident ¢ 

Mr. Dr La \cY. Mr. Tavenner, I donot. I was in Spokane involving 
the teamsters’ local, and I have no knowledge of it. 

Mr. TAvENNER (reading) : 

Mr. ScuHerER. May I interrupt, please? 

Mr. Kunzic. What year was this? 

Mrs. Harte. It was in the middle 1930's. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further example of this area of conflict of union 
and Communist Party interests? 

Mrs. Harrie. I can think of another example, and it is in a different field. 

Mir. Kunzic. What field is it in? 

Mrs. Harrie. It is in the field of legislation and candidates in public office. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you tell us your knowledge in that field, please? 

Mrs. Harrie. There is a bigger area of conflict here and there has been in the 
State of Washington, and it has been around the question of getting union sup- 
port to political candidates that did not represent the union's basic philosophy 
rd our Government, basic attitudes toward our Government. 

A Communist like Hugh De Lacy, Tom Rabbitt, or others— 


towa 


Now, at that point, Mr. Kunzig interrupted the testimony and re- 
queste 1 information from her as to how she knew these persons, Hugh 
De Lacy and Tom Rabitt. to have been members of the Communist 
Party, and here is the testimony relating to that : 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Hugh De Lacy to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you describe how and when you knew Hugh De Lacy to be 
a member of the Communist Party? 


Mrs. HartTie. I knew Hugh De Lacy as a member of the Communist Party from 


the time I came to Seattle until just before the middle 1940’s. I knew him as a 


member of the district legiatative committee which had joint meetings with the 
district board in the early 1940's. 

I would like to interrupt this testimony at that point and ask you 
the question, were you a member of the district legislative committee 
of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Dr Lacy. To that question, Mr. Tavenner, and Mr. Chairman, 
I will reply as heretofore, that under the first amendment giving me 
the right of free assemblage, to petition my Government, and to meet 
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peaceably, and under the fifth amendment, as I have cited heretofore, 
the two provisions of it, that I must respectfully decline to answer. 

Mr. Watrer. You are not under my compulsion. You said, 
must.” By that I suppose you mean 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I feel strongly about it, declining to answer. 

Mr. Waxrer. You mean “I decline to answer because of the fifth 
amendment” ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I thank you for the correction. 

Mr. Water. You said, “I must decline.” I am calling your atten- 
tion to the fact that you are not under compulsion to decline to answer. 

Mr. TavenNer (continuing to read) : 


Mr. Kunzic. Do you know of your own personal knowledge whether he was a 
member of the Communist Party when he was a Member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States Congress? 

Mrs. HaArTLe. Yes, I am sure that he was. 

Mr. Kunzig. Was that known to the people of this State? 

Mrs. HAartTLe. No, I don’t believe it was. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he a member of the underground at that time, or open 
member of the party? 

Mrs. HArTLE. He was a member at large. 

Mr. ScHerer. What does that mean; tell us. 

Mrs. Harte. It is an individually attached member to some officer or other 
member of the Communist Party for the purpose of concealment of membership. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is there any other testimony that you wish to give about Hugh 
De Lacy at this moment? 

Mrs. HartLe. Not that I can think of. 

Then the testimony related to Mr. Rabbitt. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me interrupt. Was Mrs. Hartle telling the truth 
when she testified as she did with reference to your membership in 
the party during the time you were a Member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I suspect, Mr. Chairman, that you gentlemen of the 
committee will take to yourselves the final judgme nt of that, but, as 
for my part, I will take the same course I have with the other two 
questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you invoke the privilege of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. De Lacy. First and fifth. 

Mr. Scuerer. You refuse to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I interject something here? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Criarpy. Recently in Florida, where a member of the bar had 
been identified as a member of the Communist Party, he was before a 
judge on a question of disbarment. One thing the Judge said, I think, 
is applicable and ought to be in the record at this point, because like 
us members sitting on this committee, Mr. De Lacy had to take an 
oath when he took office to support the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States. 

Let me read to you, Mr. De Lacy, what this lawyer said—this judge 
said—about a lawyer, not a Member of Congress, but just a practicing 
attorney. Among other things he said this: 

It is inconceivable to the court that an American lawyer under obligation 
to support and protect the Constitution of the United States, when his loyalty 
to that Constitution and to the Republic is justly questioned, will invoke as a 


shield the fifth amendment or any other amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 
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I ask you to reconsider the decision you have made as to whether 
you will or will not answer questions, remembering that you also took 
a high oath when you took office, as we did, to support the Constitution 
and the laws of this Republic. 

Now, I am not asking you to back up on what you have done. I 
thing you should, but I ask you to reconsider in the light of what I 
have read when further questions are propounded to you. 

Mr. De Lacy. May I say, Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the words 
from the gentleman from Michigan, and wish to say that I consider 
that I am living up to the spirit and leiter of that oath, when I resist 
what I consider to be encroachments by this committee on the rights, 
activities, of private citizens. I fought the committee in Congress, 
fought its appropriations, cast my first vote against making it a per- 
manent committee, and continue to resist as a matter of principle. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, the witness properly invoked the fifth amend- 
ment in My opinion. 

Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. TAvENNER (reading) : 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, you started a sentence saying that a Communist 
like Hugh De Lacy, Tom Rabbitt, or others—then you were interrupted. Would 
you comment and finish that thought that you had? 

Mrs. Hartree. Yes. Such candidates masquerading as Democrats, that is, 
running on the Democratic ticket, would get support on the basis—from unions 
they would get support on the basis of supporting union measures, and gain 
the political support endorsement and sometimes financial support. However, 
if elected, they would go into office to further the policies of the Communist 
Party and to work on the policies of the Communist Party that it was inter- 
ested in. Many times when such policies became known to the union they 
were rejected by them. 

Now, that is a very serious statement involving you and Mr. Tom 
Rabbitt. What official position did Mr. Tom Rabbitt have in the State 
of Washington ? 

Mr. De Lacy. At any particular time? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, say at the time you were a Member of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. De Lacy. He was a State, Democratic State Committee—Dem- 
ocratic State Senator. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, she was talking about you and about Tom 
Rabbitt. Do you have any comment to make upon either by way of 
denial or explanation of her statement of persons being dates on 
one ticket and then going into office and endeavoring to carry out the 
r0licies of the Communist Party after masquerading under some other 
Yabel ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Since you asked for comments, I suppose it enters 
the realm of opinion. I would rather debate the chairman on a ams 
lic platform about my opinions. In fact, I have a radio broadcast 
tonight in which you are cordially invited to participate. 

Mr. Scurrer. I respectfully decline. 

Mr. De Lacy. I could only say, as for my own part, I was elected 
as a Roosevelt Democrat, supported the Roosevelt policies in the 79th 
session, even one which to my profound embarrassment involved, was 
interpreted by a few labor unions as being antilabor. It was some- 
thing asked by Roosevelt. I pledged in my race I would support 
Roosevelt. I felt dutybound to support Roosevelt. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. That was the label under which you 
were elected. Now, having been elected, did you work for the interests 
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of the Communist Party or collaborate with the Communist Party in 
the things that you did? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I worked for the interests of the people of that dis- 
trict, getting housing in there. It was a wartime situation. Getting 
housing i in there, several million dollars’ worth of public housing in 
the district. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me. May I interrupt? Maybe you didn’t 
hear the question. Did you collaborate with the functionaries of the 
Communist Party after you were elected in connection with your 
activities in the Congress? That is the question. 

Mr. Der Lacy. I understood, Mr. Chairman, the question was about 
the policies I pursued, with or without collaboration in the interests 
of some organization other than the people of the district or the Demo 
cratic Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner is withdrawing that question and the 
question the Chair is asking is: Did you collaborate with the Com 
munist Party while you were a Member of the House ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I suppose this question, which has not occurred to 
me before, is one on w hich I might ask the privilege of seeking advice. 
If I may sit a moment, I will try to think of the situation. 

(At this point there was a short pause in the conduct of the 
hearing.) 

Mr. De Lacy. May I ask, Mr. Chairman, if it is intended by this 
question to convey by collaboration, working in common and contin 
uous concert with? Is that 

Mr. Scuerer. That isa fair definition of collaboration. 

Mr. Watrer. Well, I am sure that the chairman means more than 
merely subscribing to those very liberal policies that we Democrats, 
as distinguished from the hangers-on, were advocating, because it 
was my experience as a Democrat that every time, for example, when 
I wrote the Wages and Hours Act, the Walsh- Healey Contract Act, I 
found that overnight I had all of the Communists in America support 
ing what I was advocating. Of course, it was the kiss of death. Bui 
that is exactly what happened. Every time we Democrats would sug 
gest something liberal, all of the Communists in America would jump 
on the bandwagon and try to create the impression that it was a novel 
idea with them, with the result, of course, that we were fighting odds 
that were brought upon us needlessly. You know that, of course. 

Now, what the chairman means is this: While you were advocat- 
ing the enactment of liberal Democratic legislation, as distinguished 
from Communist legislation, were you receiving instructions from 
the leadership of the Communist movement in America with respect 
to the position you should take on that legislation ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. Well, to that, Mr. Chairman, I wish to thank Mr. 
Walter for making this question more specific so I can grapple with it. 

It appears to me that there has been no foundation for that belief 
or assertion by anybody. It seems to me that when—I got more in 
structions from the majority leader of the House, not instructions, 
advice and urging, than from anybody else, even my own constituents. 

Mr, Watrer. Yes; I remember a number of older men were sug 
gvesting—excuse me. 
~ Mr. Cuarpy. That doesn’t answer the question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. De Lacy. Mr. Ramspeck used to come to me. I followed his 
advice on one occasion when as a politician I should not have. 
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Mr. Scuerer. During the time you were a Member of the House, 
did you collaborate, and I will adopt the definition as stated by Mr. 
Walter, did you collaborate with the leadership of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Dr Lacy. That means I did receive instructions, positive di- 
rections, ironclad, to pursue certain policies? The answer is an un- 
qualified no. I would take no instructions like that from anybody. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the party, at that time ¢ 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Mr. Chairman, on that question, in view of the ex- 
isting legal situation, I must invoke the first and fifth amendments 
and decline to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t it a fact that you had signed a nominating pe- 
tition under oath stating that you were a member of the Democratic 
Party, and isn’t it a fact that at that time you were a member of the 
Communist Party as well ¢ 

Mr. Dr Lacy. If, Mr. Chairman, I may divide the question, it is a 
fact that I was a member of the Democratic Party, although whether 
you have a right to inquire what party I belong to is a separate ques- 
tion, but I was. I divided the question. As to the second part of the 
question, I shall take the same course as I have with certain other 
questions, the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Weren’t you a member of the Democratic Party, as 
indicated by Mr. Walter, merely for convenience, to get elected, but 
you were actually a Communist ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I was a member of:the Democratic Party because I 
believed heart and soul in what President Roosevelt was doing. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were a member of the Communist Party at the 
same time? 

Mr. De Lacy. On that, Mr. Chairman, I must respectfully take 
the same course as with previous questions, namely, invoking the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have no hesitancy in talking about your po- 
litical affiliations with the Democratic Party, but you say we don’t 
have a right to inquire as to your political affiliation with the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I say you have no right to inquire into any political 
affiliation which any free American has in this country. I submitted 
to the questions as to the Progressive Party to be cooperative. I sub- 
mitted to them on the Democratic Party. I prefer you do not run my 
neck into an obvious noose; what some paid stool pigeon may declare 
to be false. 

Mr. Water. Under your thought, the laws which require a person 
to state his political affiliations are unconstitutional. Iam asked when 
I register to vote in the State of Pennsylvania, whether or not I am 

Democrat or a Republican. Now, there a law that requires me to 
state my political affiliation is unconstitutional, too? 

Mr. De Lacy. In our State— 

Mr. Watrer. That is the law in many States, so that the position 
you take, I think, is just frivolous. 

Mr. De Lacy. Don’t you think there is a difference between what 
a law may require as a condition for voting or holding office and what 
a committee may inquire into? 

Mr. Watrer. Excuse me for interrupting. 
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Mr. Crarpy. May I make an observation? I am a Republican. 
Everybody knows it. I think it only fair to say that anyone who is 
a member of the Communist Party can’t possibly be either a Democrat 
or a Republican, I don’t care who tries to contend to the contrary, 
because it is utterly incompatible for a man to claim, admit, or for us 
to prove he isa Communist and then for him to claim he is a Democrat. 

Mr. Watrer. It is indeed refreshing to hear that from such a 
stanch Republic an. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I mean it, because that is what I believe. 

Mr. Watrer. For years I have always thought, at least every 2 
years, an atte ae is made to—well 

Mr. Scuerrer. Gentlemen, we have pursued this far enough. The 
witness has a right to refuse to answer, as he has, on the ground of 
the fifth amendment with reference to his Communist connections. 

Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. De Lacy, I observe that you qualified your 
answer by stating that if it was meant that the Communist Party had 
ironbound directives, that you deny any such application as to your- 
self. Well, now, the question wasn’t limited that way. Now, even 
if there were no ironclad directives issued to you by the Communist 
Party, did you follow the advice and counsel of the Communist Party 
in your political activities ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I frequently found myself in the position described 
by Congressman Walter, where positions I took for old-age pensions, 
the Wagner Labor Act, or others, great New Deal legislation, was sup- 
ported by a host of people, including Communists. I made no mystery 
of that. I think it is the logical thing, that all people having one idea 
in common will tend to support whatever person voices those ideas. 

Mr. Crarpy. You know, don’t you, as a matter of fact, that the 
Communist Party makes a practice of seizing upon any and every 
issue that comes along that may have popular appeal, deserved or not, 
in order to attempt to recruit people into their ranks? 

Now, we are not interested in whether you were a Democrat or a 
Republican, or any other political party member. We are only inter- 
ested in whether or not you were serving the cause of the Communist 
Party. That is all these questions are directed toward. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think he has answered. Proceed with the next 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. This question was asked, and the 
answer which I will give, w vill read, was given: 


Mr. TAVENNER. Now, Mrs. Hartle, to what extent was the Communist Party 
in cass area interested in the work of the Progressive Party? 

Mrs. Hartte. To a very considerable extent. After the reconstitution, the 
Communist Party recognized its revisionism of Marxism-Leninism in the political 
field and decided that the correct program was for a new third anti-imperialist 
party. After this ideological campaign had proceeded for at least a year, the 
Progressive Party was founded, preceded for a period by the Progressive Citizens 
of America. The Communist Party viewed this as a development along favorable 
lines and this district threw considerable effort into the supporting and building 
of it and was able to furnish the top leadership as well as in the State. 

Hugh De Lacy, head of the Progressive Citizens of America, Jerry O’Connell, 
and Tom Rabbitt, head of the Progressive Party—all three of whom were in 
executive positions—were members of the Communist Party, to the best of my 
understanding. 








6898 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Now, did you undertake to engage in the work of the Progressive 
Party in the State of W ashington or the Progressive C itizens of 
America in concert with the Communist Party or at its solicitation and 
under its guidance? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Well, Mr. Chairman, this question is, again, it pre- 
sents difliculty. Anything which relates to what I did of my own 
free choice I am willing to talk about, whether or not I recognize 
your right to inquire. 

[ went into the Progressive Citizens of America toward the end of 
its days for a month or two, and was active in it, and we organized the 
Progressive Party in the State of Washington, as I have explained 
my position in that, for the few months I was there. As to sources of 
advice—— 

Mr. Scorer. Witness, that is not the question. Will you yield, 
Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TaveENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. The question is, I am going to put this question: Did 
the Communist Party attempt to take over, control, and dominate the 
Progressive Party, and didn’t they succeed in the State of Washing- 
ton ¢ 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I would say no. 

Mr. Scuerer. Wasn’t all of the top leadership Communist? 

Mr. De Lacy. I would have no exact knowledge of that, but 

Mr. Scuerer. Were the three individuals mentioned by Barbara 
Hartle Communists ? 

Mr. De Lacy. On that, Mr. Chairman, I must respectfully de- 
cline to answer on the ground of freedom of assemblage and on the 
ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you say Mrs. Hartle was not telling the truth 
when she said the three top leaders in the Progressive movement were 
Communists? Was she not telling the truth? 

Mr. De Lacy. I must repeat, the subject— 

Mr. Scuerer. You are invoking your privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. ScHerer. Proceed to the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the hearings in California, 
Elizabeth Boggs Cohen testified. She was asked to identify persons 
associated with her in Communist Party activities, she having admit- 
ted her former Communist Party membership. Her statement was 
this: 

Mrs. Conen. From national headquarters in New York I met Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn; Clarence Hathaway, editor of the Daily Worker: Earl Browder, from 
the national committee; William Z. Foster, from the national committee; Roy 
Hudson, national trade union director; Jack Stachel, a member of the national 
committee. 

And members of the district committee with whom I met when I was a mem- 
ber of the district committee were Harold Brockway from the Workers’ Alliance ; 

Carl Brooks, chairman of the Negro commission ; Hugh De Lacy, president of the 
Washington Commonwealth Federation and later a city councilman and National 
Congressman. 

Were you acquainted with this witness, Elizabeth Boggs Cohen ? 

Mr. De Lacy. She ran for the city council in Seattle in ae year, 
and since I was actively interested in all candidates and their posi- 
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tions, I obviously was acquainted with her in her capacity as a candi 
date for the city council. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Were you also acquainted with her in her capacity 
as a member of the district council of the Communist Party / 

Mr. De Lacy. In her capacity or my alleged capacity ? 

Mr. Tavenner. In her capacity. 

Mr. De Lacy. Well, Mr. Chairman, I believe that is the same quality 
of other questions which I have declined to answer, and I shall there 
fore invoke the protection of the tirst and fifth amendments as to that 
question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was the testimony of the witness Boggs—is that 
her name? 

Mr. Tavenner. Cohen. 

Mr. Scurrer. Was the testimony of the witness Cohen true or false 
as it has been read to you by counsel ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Since it appears to me, Mr. Chairman, that is in sub 
stance the same question, I will decline to answer that on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then you do not deny what Mrs. Boggs said, do you / 

Mr. De Lacy. I neither affirm nor deny what Mrs. Boggs has said. 

Mr. Ciarvy. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meeting 
at which she was present? 

Mr. De Lacy. It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that if that is held to 
mean strictly Communist Party meetings, where no one but Com 
munists would be admitted, 1 would then decline to answer that on 
the grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You interpreted my question correctly. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were acquainted with Howard Costigan ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. Howard Costigan testified before the committee as 
follows: 

Hugh De Lacy sat with me on the district bureau. 

Mr. Doyte. In closed Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Costigan. He was a member of the district bureau of the Communist 
Party, and while I have never seen a party card of Mr. De Lacy, because I 
didn’t have one, and he didn’t have one, as far as I know, nevertheless Hugh 
De Lacy, as far as I know, still is an active, functioning, hard-working, dedicated 
member of the Communist Party. 

Do you desire to comment upon that testimony with relation to you / 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Mr. Costigan ran against me for Congress, and he 
was quite bitter. I think, Mr. Tavenner, in relationship to the mat 
ters, the matters of substance which he alleges, that I should simply 
decline to answer on the grounds I have cited, the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the bureau or the district 
bureau or district committee of the Communist Party with Mr. 
Costigan ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I shall decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of that committee with Mrs. 
Cohen ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I believe I have answered that already in the same 
way, and if not, I will decline on the same two grounds. 
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Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time that you testified that 
you held various positions with the Progressive Party in the State of 
Ohio, from 1948 up to 1950, were you a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I shall decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Since moving to the State of Ohio, have you been 
affiliated in any position of employment with the UE‘ 

Mr. De Lacy. I have not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. De Lacy. I shall decline to answer that question on the same 
two grounds, the first amendment and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Crarpy. One of the last questions asked you was with respect 
to the UE. The question had to do with whether you were employed 
by them. Have you been active in connection w ith any strike activity 
carried on by the UE? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I can’t recollect so. It is possible. I generally sup- 
port strikes when I feel the workers are trying to get better conditions. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I am not interested in which side was right, whether 
they were both right or wrong. I am merely inquiring as to whether 
you took any part. You don’t recall? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I don’t recall any active part. I remember there was 
a time in the strike in Cleveland where there was a question of a very 
biased judge who had given the leadership of the UE bail in the 
amount of, collectively, some $3 million. I made certain public pro- 
tests about that. and if that falls within the realm of your question, 
that is the best answer I can recollect as to any connection with any 
U EK str ike. 

Mr. Scnerer. At the time you made those protests, were you a 
member of the part v. Communist Party ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. On that, I will say, Mr. Chairman, I shall invoke 
the protection of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you know a man by the name of Gojack? Do 
you know him ¢ 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. You know he is at the moment participating in the 
Square D strike in Detroit? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I understand the whole UAW has joined in the 
picket line. 

Mr. Cuarpy. 1am asking you a very simple question. 

Mr. Dre Lacy. I don’t know where he is. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You haven’t been in contact with him ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Not recently. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you any idea as to whether Mr. Gojack is a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ! ? 

Mr. De Lacy. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you ever a member of an organization known 
as the American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to answer that. 
It would give me quite a chance for a speech. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We don’t want a speech. I want a yes or no, whether 
you were. 
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Mr. Dr Lacy. Since the organization, as I understand it, is listed 
by the Attorney General, as possibly some undesirable organization, 
though I challenge his right to so list it, I would like guidance from 
the committee. 

Mr. Scurrer. Not as an undesirable, but as a subversive Communist 
dominated organization. It isso listed. 

Mr. Waurer. I think vou might be interested in knowing that it 
was listed as a Communist organization by Francis Biddle, the then 
Attorney General, and if he reached that conclusion I think it is pretty 
sound. 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Well, I know the committee’s work and believe it 
has fought many cases of injustice. I am sorry it incurred the dis- 
pleasure of any Attorney General. 

As to your question, I suppose I might be somehow offering adverse 
testimony against myself, but I felt that the committee, and still feel 
and felt, that the committee was fighting cases that were being tram- 
pled on, people with no friends, and that organization I did support, 
and to the best of my knowledge and recollection it was what might 
be called at least, loosely, a member of it. It had no membership 
dues or any such apparatus. I certainly don’t feel I have any reason 
to be unhappy about the work of that fighting organization. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. You volunteered the information a little 
earlier you were going to have a radio broadcast, I believe you said, 
tonight? 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you mind tell me where and over what station ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Well, the radio program is in Dayton. You will per- 
haps appreciate that I have spent some time up in Cleveland collecting 
my mind and getting ready to come down before the committee, and 
I must say honestly I do not know the name of the station. It was 
arranged. 

Mr. Criarpy. It will be on a local station ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did the Communist Party arrange it for you ? 

Mr. De Lacy. No; the Communist Party didn’t arrange it for me. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Are they paying for it ? 

Mr. De Lacy. No; they are not paying for it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, on that program tonight, when you will of course 
no longer be under oath as you are before this committee, is it your 
intention to give answers to questions that you have refused to answer 
here tday ? 

Mr. De Lacy. Mr. Chairman, I shall not make up my mind what I 
will say on that program until the hearings are over. I try not to judge 
anybody in advance, even though I have, as I say, an overriding impres- 
sion of the work of this committee and I don’t like it. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Do you have any present intention of giving answers 
to the questions that you have here today thus far refused to answer ? 

Mr. De Lacy. I am hi anded a note saying “This is station WING, 
and the time is 7: 15 p.m. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know the man who handed you that note ! 

Mr. De Lacy. I saw a dark blue coat sleeve. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Look around andsee. You know him? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Yes. 
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Mr. Scuerrer. Do you know whether he is a member of the Commu- 
nist Party or not? 

Mr. De Lacy. Mr. Chairman, I rejoice in your persistence. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Never mind. Answer the question. 

Mr. Scnerer. Well, isn’t it a fact now that you know that Mr. Roth- 
enberg is a member of the Communist Party, and an active member 
of the Communist Party, and has been sent by the Communist Party 
to this community for the purpose of attacking this committee and 
interfering with these hearings? 

Mr. De Lacy. You wouldn’t be upset about the elections in Maine, 
would you, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scurrer. No; I am not upset about the elections in Maine. You 
answer the questions. 

Mr. De Lacy. Mr. Chairman, I shall answer that on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. I thought you would invoke the fifth amendment on 
that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Let’s get back to my question which you haven’t an- 
swered yet. Tonight do you intend to discuss and answer in substance 
the questions that you have thus far refused to answer under oath be- 
fore us here today ¢ 

Mr. De Lacy. My only present intention is to sit down immediately 
after I am through to go over what seems to me to be the highlights 
of the proceeding, and to determine then what might best be said on 
such a broadcast. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you have in mind any.intention of denying tonight 
any Communist Party membership ? 

Mr. De Lacy. If I had, and I have not thought it through clearly, 
if I had, I would point out the great difference that lies between stat- 
ing certain things which are inviolate against invasion by any public 
body, on demand of that body, and it is a principle of defending the 
Constitution which I have sworn to uphold, to resist, and the laying 
before the public, the voters who are the ultimate rulers of this country, 
a position which one hopes they will consider. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are in substance just telling me that you are per- 
fectly willing to say anything when you are not under oath, that you 
will not say when you are under oath ? 

Mr. Dr Lacy. I leave you free to make your interpretations. I can 
give you the statements. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all I have. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think it is obvious that the people of Dayton now 
know from what transpired in this hearing room a few minutes ago 
that the Communist Party is sponsoring and has arranged De Lacy’s 
radio broadcast tonight. 

Mr. De Lacy. I think it is obvious, Mr. Chairman, that some mem- 
bers of this committee are violently afraid of their reelection and are 
afraid of their headlines. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not afraid of mine at all. Iam sureI am going 
to be reelected. 

Mr. Dr Lacy. Two persons of honorable outlook can arrive at op- 
posite facts. 

Mr. Scuerer. As long as you continue to oppose me, my majority 
will be greater. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I have no further questions. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Do you have any questions ? 

Mr. Watrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

Just a minute, the witness is not excused. The subpena of the wit 
ness will be continued. 

Mr. De Lacy. May I inquire for what period ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Excused from the stand, but you are continued under 
subpena. 

Mr. Der Lacy. Can you tell me for what possible period ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Probably for tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We may have some questions to ask you after tonight’s 
broadcast. 

Mr. Der Lacy. Fine. 

(Witness was temporarily excused. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. At this time I think we should have a 10-minute 
recess, 

(Whereupon a recess was taken from 10:20 to 10: 35 a. m.) 

Mr. Scurerer. The committee will be in session. 

Counsel, will you call your next witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Donald Rothenberg, will you come forward, 
please ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you remain standing and be sworn, please, Mr. 
Rothenberg ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Rornenserc. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Please be seated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. Donald Rothenberg? 


TESTIMONY OF DONALD (DON) ROTHENBERG 


Mr. Rornenserc. Well, I am usually known as Don Rothenberg. 
I haven’t used my full name of Donald in about 

Mr. Water. It is your name? 

Mr. Roruenserc. Yes, it is my name. 

Mr. Watrer. Answer the question. 

Mr. Rornensere. I am trying to be accurate, Congressman. 

Mr. Watrer. No, you are not. You are trying to be technical. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are the same person who brought a memoran 
dum to the last witness on the stand, Mr. Hugh De Lacy ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I brought to him a slip of paper which announced 
the time and station for a radio broadcast. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Rothenberg, I think you are familiar with the 
rules of the committee which provide that every witness is entitled to 
have counsel with him during the course of the hearing if he desires. 

Mr. Roruennerc. I heard you describe it to Mr. De Lacy. I would 
like to say, Mr. Tavenner, the reason I am not re presented by counsel 
is that I was served a subpena * yesterday during the hearing without 
any advance notice. I have had an opportunity to consult for approxi 
mately half an hour with an attorney in the expectation I would be 

called tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock, which is what the subpena said. 
But apparently the committee was so disturbed by the testimony of 
53601—54—pt. 4 —4 
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Mr. De Lacy and the upcoming radio program, that your committee 
served me another subpena during the recess. 

Mr. Crarpy. No, we served it and brought you in now because of 
your unseeming actions this morning. Let me disabuse your mind of 
that. 

Mr. Roruenserc. Sir, I retain the right 

Mr. Scuerer. If you want a continuance until tomorrow morning 
so you can have counsel— 

Mr. Roruenserc. It is up to the committee, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. It isn’t up to the committee. 

Mr. Roruenserc. Let me say this 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a moment. If you request it, Mr. Rothenberg, 
the Chair will grant your request. 

Mr. Roruenserc. Thank you. I wish to make this clear—— 

Mr. Scuerer. There is just one question before you now. Do you 
want a continuance until tomorrow morning to enable you to have 
counsel? That is all. If you do, we will grant you the continuance. 

Mr. Rornensere. I simply want to say, I would not be able to have 
my counsel here even by tomorrow morning because the counsel whom 
I chose is a person who cannot be brought in here on 1 day’s notice. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let’s proceed, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. TavenneR. When and where were you born, Mr. Rothenberg ! 

Mr. RornenserG. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., July 19, 1924. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Rornensenc. [ live in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a resident of Cleveland? 

Mr. Rorwenserc. Six years, 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ¢ 

Mr. Rornenserc. I am the State director of the Progressive Party 
of Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you held that position ¢ 

Mr. Roruenserc. Well, I am not sure of the exact date, I was 
employed by the es Party in December of 1951, I believe. 
Either November or December. And I—— 

Mr. TaveNNeER. 19514 

Mr. Rornenserc. I was employed by the Progressive Party in 
Cleveland in 1951, and it was not until 1952 that I was actually able 
to perform as a State director and to travel around the State to the 
var ious communities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, if you came to the State of Ohio 6 years 
ago, that would have been approximately in 1948? 

Mr. Rornenperc. That is correct, in May 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your employment from 1948 until 1951 
when you became employed by the Progressive Party 4 

Mr. Rornenserc. I was the director of the Young Progressives of 
Ohio from May of 1948 until, I believe it was the spring of 1950, and 
I then worked in a factory for a year as a machine operator. Subse- 
quent to my work in the factory I became the organizer and then the 
State director for the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1948, where did you reside? 

Mr. Roruensere. I lived in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Tavenner. The city of Washington. How long did you live 

there? 
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Mr. Rornenserc. Well, from the time of my discharge and mar- 
riage, which was in January 1946, we were married and moved to 
W ashington, and I lived there from that time until May 17, I believe, 
1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your occupation while in Washington? 

Mr. Roruenzere. I was, I completed my education in W ashington 
until the summer of 1947 at the George Washington U niversity. I 
was then employed for several months by the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare as their organizer in Washington, D. C., and I 
then volunteered to go anywhere in the country in support of Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor, because I believed in their program, and 
I wanted to see them get as many votes as possible. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you give the committee, please, a brief 
résumé of your forma] educational training ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. Well, all of my primary schooling was in New 
York City. I then went to Brooklyn College in New York, which is 
a freecity college. It was all that I could afford. 

I left Brooklyn College in February 1948 to enlist in the Army be- 
cause I wanted to help win the war. 

I resumed my education, as I said before, at George Washington 
University after my discharge. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1946? 

Mr. Rornenserc. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a degree at George Washington ? 

Mr. Rornensere. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what department ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. It was in the department of political science. 
L was a major in foreign affairs, but I had originally intended to go 
into the State Department. But I imagine by mutual consent the 
State Department and I decided that that was not where I could spend 
my time. 

Mr. Water. That is very funny? I see you smiling. What do 
mean by mutual consent ? 

Mr. Roruensere. I agree, sir, that is a cryptic remark. 

Mr. Water. What do you mean by mutual consent ? 

Mr. Roruenserc. What I should have said is this —— 

Mr. Water. No, what did you mean ¢ 

Mr. Rornenserc. If you will allow me to explain it, sir, I will. 
What I mean is, at the time I began my study of foreign affairs. it was 
an honor and a privilege to support the foreign policy of the admin- 
istration that was in power. And during the time that I continued 
and completed my studies, the foreign policy of this country changed 
to such an extent that I did not want to be an official associate of that 
foreign policy. 

Mr. Waurer. Because it had become aware of certain things that 
people apparently weren’t aware of up to that moment ! 

Mr. Roruensera. No, sir, because it drifted away from the policies 

Franklin Roosevelt. 

Mr. Watrer. When did you graduate from George Washington / 
Mr. Rormennerc. 1946. No, 1947, in the summer. I believe it was 
August 1947. 

Mr. Water. After the war? 

Mr. Rornenserc. That is right. 
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Mr. Crarvy. When did you, or did you, seek employment in the 
State Department ? 

Mr. Rornennerc. I say, sir, I gave the wrong impression by a cryp- 
tic remark. I did not seek employment. I was studying to prepare for 
employment in the Foreign Service, and by the time I completed my 
studies, had reached the decision that that is not where I would like 
to spend my life. 

Mr. Crarpy. That was in 1947? 

Mr. Rorneneerc. That is correct. 

Mr. Crarpy. At that time was it because you detected some ani- 
mosity toward Russia on the part of the people in this country ? 

Mr. Rornennerc. Sir, when I was in the Army in 1945, in Ger- 
many, we had just completed a victorious battle against fascism. And 
within a week after that I began to hear talk of a third world war 
against the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And that decided you that you didn’t want to be in the 
State Department ? 

Mr. Rornenrerc. That decided me, sir, that this is a solution to 
none of the problems of the people of this country or the other coun- 
tries of the world. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I got the answer I expected from you. That is all I 
have. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I gave the answer that I wanted to give, sir. 

Mr. Wavrer. You were willing to fight fascism but not the other 
kind of fascism, to wit, communism ? 

Mr. Rornenperc. Sir, I understand fascism because I am a Jew, 
ind some of my relatives were cremated in Germany. I also under- 
stand that what is taking place in this committee and committees like 
it is a pattern very similar to what happened in Germany. I fought 
it in the war and I will fight it on this stand, and I will fight it in the 
election campaign, and the people will decide in the ballot box. 

Mr. Crarvy. But you will not fight against Russia ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I have not said I will not fight. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you? 

Mr. Rornensera. I will make that decision, sir, if it is ever neces- 
sary, and I don’t believe it will be necessary. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is sufficient. 

Mr. Rornennerc. Because I don’t think that the people of this 
country will stand for another world war. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I have had the opportunity to briefly study the 
rights that I am entitled to, and it is my understanding I am entitled 
to decline to answer questions such as this which are inquiring into 
my personal political beliefs and affiliations, and I therefore do de- 
cline on the basis of my right to free speech under the first amendment 
and on the basis of my right to protection against self-incrimination, 
and to the protection of my life, liberty, and property under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party during 
the time that you were in Germany in the Army of the United States? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I was a member of the United States Army, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that. Now, were you a member of the 
Communist Party at that time? 

Mr. Roruenserc. I am very disturbed about 
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Mr. Scuerer. Were you or weren’t you 

Mr. RornenserG. I am going to answer it, sir. I am going to 
answer it clearly. Iam disturbed about not being in an atmosphere in 
which I can freely answer because that is the kind of person I am. 
But I will have to decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Watrter. As a matter of fact, the reason why you didn’t pursue 
your plan to go with the State Department was because you were a 
Communist and you knew you couldn’t qualify ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. If you know that to be true, sir, then you may 
choose to think so. 

Mr. Watrer. I know it to be true. 

Mr. Rornenserc. Allright. You may choose to think so. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Rornensere. I respectfully decline to answer under the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, you, in answering the question just prior to 
the remark by Congressman Walter, talked about a discussion of your 
political beliefs, and yet up until we approached the subject of Com- 
munist Party membership you were proclaiming quite loudly about 
your political beliefs. 

Mr. Scuerer. And philosophy. 

Mr. Crarpy. And all of the things that go with it. Why do you 
suddenly draw the line when we ask you about communism, but you 
are willing to discuss your political beliefs on any other subject, or in 
connection with any other party 

Mr. Rornenserc. Because, sir, the work of this committee has made 
the word and any connection with the word Communist such a thing 

that persons are ‘at the risk of their life and liberty and property to 
associate themselves before a committee of this kind with that word. 
I have not hesitated to speak about the things that I believe in. I 
have spoken publicly all over this State. I will speak publicly in a 
debate against any member of this committee at any time. 

Mr. Watrter. I don’t think there is any member of this committee 
that would dignify you by appearing with you on any public platform. 

Mr. Rornensere. I don’t think there is any member of this com 
mittee that could answer the questions I would put to them because 
I question you on your record. I would question you on your record, 
sir, and I have looked into the record of the members of this committee 
and the people will answer that record at the ballot box. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We hope so. 

Mr. Roruenserc. I do, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were a student at George Washington 
University from 1946 until 1947, did you have occasion to meet a 
person by the name of Eleanor Driesen in the city of Washington? 

Mr. Roruenserc. I am not sure, sir. The name is familiar. I am 
not absolutely sure one way or the other. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I shall endeavor to refresh your recollection about 
that, but before doing so, let me ask you if you had occasion to become 
acquainted with a person by the name of Mary Stalcup Markward ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. Sir, I am familiar with that name as one which 
has been in the newspapers and magazines. 

Mr. Scurrer. Answer the question. 
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Mr. Roruenserec. I am trying to, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are making a speech. Do you know her? 

Mr. Rornensere. Sir, this is a question about a period some 8 years 
ago. 

“Mr. Scuerer. All right. Well—— 

Mr. Rornenserc. And I have worked in many campaigns and met 
many people, and I do not intend without benefit of counsel to make 
a hasty answer which will give this committee an opportunity to do 
what it is intending to do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Take all the time you want to think about it, but 
answer the question. The question was: Do you know Mary Stalcup 
Markward ? 

Mr. RorHEenserc. Sir, since I have become aware of who this person 
is, and the fact that she has become a paid informer- 

Mr. Scurrer. Witness, I am directing you to answer. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I feel—— 

Mr. Scurrer. I am directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Rornensere. I feel compelled to decline to answer the question 
on the grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed to the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I said I would refresh your recollection about 
Eleanor Driesen. 

On June 11, 1951, Mary Staleup Markward testified before the 
Committee on Un-American Activities. The t testimony is as follows: 


Mr. OwENs.— 


he is now the chief investigator of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities— 


With regard to the students or students whom you have identified, are there 
any other students in the Washington area whom you can recall as having been 
members of the Communist Party during your membership therein? 


Now, before I give her answer, I should explain for the benefit of 
the record, and to you, that Mary Staleup Markward is a young lady 
who entered the Communist Party at the request of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and had about 7 years experience within the party. 
She rose to the position of treasurer of the C ommunis st Party for either 
the ¢ ity of Washington or for the district, I do not recall which at the 
present, which comprised the district, the district comprising the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the State of Maryland, and certain adjacent areas 
of Virginia. 

Mrs. Markward’s reply to that question was this: 


There was an individual student recruited at George Washington University 
who was acutely security conscious at the time he was recruited, and was not 
associated with the students clubs, as such. That was Donald Rothenberg. He 
Was sponsored by Eleanor Driesen, who at that time was a functionary for a 
Spanish Aid Committee, I believe at 802 F Street. 

Mr. Owens. Has she been specifically identified by you as a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. I believe not. She should have been. 

Mr. OWENS. Will you identify her now? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. She was a member of Industrial Club I immediately after the 
reorganization of the Communist Party, and then she transferred to the Coni- 
munity Club, and she transferred to Chicago around 1947. 

Mr. Owens. Continue with Mr. Rothenberg. 

Mrs. MARKWARD. I was asked by Eleanor Driesen as city secretary to come to 
her office to interview Don Rothenberg, whom she highly recommended as a 
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reputable person who should be a party member. He agreed to join the Com- 
munist Party provided his membership would not be known to others than the 
very top leadership of the party. 

Mr. Owens. Was this in your presence? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. This was in my presence as an official of the party. I was 
there to see if he could get such an agreement from the party. I was to decide 
whether the party would accept him under those conditions. I am certain his 
chairmanship of the ABC had something to do with the question, but I was not 
certain that it was the whole reason. I discussed this with William Taylor, and 
it was agreed Don Rothenberg should be a member and pay dues as a member at 
large, and not belong to a club. It is my recollection that after that time he was 
assigned to the Community Club. 

Mr. Owens. This took place during his attendance at George Washington 
University ? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. That is right. 

Now, does the reading of that testimony refresh your recollection 
regarding Eleanor Driesen ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. Is that your question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is my question. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I do remember an Eleanor Driesen. I said before 
I remembered the name. It seems to me that is either her maiden name 
or her married name, and I knew her better under the other name. 
The name, as I understand it, is familiar to me. I can’t place it 
definitely, but it is familiar, particularly in reference to the Spanish 
Aid Committee, which I am aware of. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Did you become associated with her in the work of 
the Spanish Aid Committee ? 

Mr. Rornensverc. I don’t remember that I did, sir. I was much 
too busy at college in activities which this committee is perhaps not 
interested in discussing, and opposing the discriminatory policies of 
the college I attended which refused to admit Negroes, either to the 
college or the auditorium. 

Mr. Scnerer. Witness, answer the question. 

Mr. Rortrenperc. I have answered the question, sir. 

Mr. Water. Nor is it true. 

Mr. Rornensperc. Is it true they deny Negro people / 

Mr. Watter. Just goon. 

Mr. Rornensere. I will send you a memorandum on it, sir, and 
a book of clippings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you sponsored for membership in the Com 
munist Party by Ele o Driesen ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendment for the reasons described before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you discuss Communist Party membership with 
Eleanor Driesen ? 

Mr. Rornensers. I decline to answer on the same grounds. Would 
you like me to repeat the grounds each time ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. No, it is all right, fifth amendment. 

Mr. Roruencverc. First and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scurrer. Although we don’t recognize the first amendment be- 
cause the Communist Party is not a political party but a conspiracy. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I recognize it, sir. I recognize the first amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Scuerer. By the Congress of the United States and by the 
highest courts in this land. 

Mr. Rormenperc. I assert my rights under the first and fifth amend 
ments and will continue to do so. 
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Mr. Scuerer. You have a right to do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was Eleanor Driesen’s office, do you recall ? 

Mr. Roruenserc. I don’t 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the reading of that testimony refresh your 
recollection that it was 802 F Street ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I will have to decline to answer that because of 
the obvious intent of the question, and under my rights under the first 

d fifth amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You said you have to. You are actually invoking it? 

Mr. Rornenperc. I am invoking it. The words “have to” are mis- 
leading. 

Mr. Criarpy. In the future you may say on the same ground or 
grounds previously raised. It will protect you. 

Mr. Roruenserc. I simply want to emphasize my invoking of the 
first as well as the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. If you say the same grounds. The courts have held 

gainst you. You know it. 

Mr. Roruenserc. Times change, sir. The court is still deciding 
on the first amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are familiar with the Communist litigation then, 
aren't you? 

Mr. Rornuenserc. I am familiar with the work of the Supreme 
Court, sir, on the 
Mr. Ciarpy. Anything that pertains to the Communist cause. 

Mr. Rornenserc. On the cases of segregation. Please don’t try 
to distort what I am saying. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having met with Mary Staleup Mark- 
ward at the office of Eleanor Driesen ? 

Mr. Roruenserc. I decline to answer, sir, under the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Counsel, I am not sure whether he has specifically said 
whether he had anything to do with the Spanish Aid movement or 
not. 

Mr. RorHensere. I said, sir, I don’t believe I did. I am not sure. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. You were asked whether you were associated with 
somebody ? 

Mr. RorHenserc. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you take any part in that movement ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I don’t believe so. I can’t answer for sure. As 
I said, I was very active. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are familiar with what we are talking about? 

Mr. Roruenserc. I am familiar with the Spanish Civil War, and 
I believe there was a committee which was an outgrowth of that war 
in Washington, D. C. If I was not active in it, it was not because 
of a disagreement with its aims because I fully endorsed the aims of 
the Sp: anish, the republican forces. 

Mr. Criarpy. You know it has been stamped as controlled and dedi- 
cated to the Communist cause; don’t you? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I understand that it has, sir, and so have many 
other good organizations, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you endeavor to seek a condition to your mem- 
bership in the Communist Party, that your membership would not be 
known to any others than the very top leadership of the party ? 
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Mr. Rornenserc. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Was Mrs. Markward telling the truth or was she 
telling a falsehood when she stated in this testimony under oath that 
an arrangement was made to take you in as a member at large of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rornensere. Sir, I have at least normal intelligence. That is 
a rephrasing of the same question which I decline to answer on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time assigned to the Community 
Club of the Communist Party i in W ashington ? : 

Mr. Rornensera. I decline to answer on the same grounds, first and 
fifth amendments to the Constitution. 

Mr. TavenNner. Are you now a member of Prog Communist Party? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I decline to answer that, sir, on the same grounds, 
first and fifth amendments to the Const itution. 

Mr. TavenNner. Have you at any time been a member of the Com- 
munist Party while eng: wed as director of the—work of the director of 
the Progressive Party in Ohio, and the Young Progressives of Ohio? 

Mr. Rornensnerac. Sir, the intent of that question is to smear a 
minority political party. 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute, Witness. Will you answer the ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. Rotrnensenrc. I will. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Do not comment on it. Just answer the question. 

Mr. Rornennerc. That is part of my answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I know your answer is going to be the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Rornenrers. Then why ask the question, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. We need it for the record. 

Mr. Rornenverc. You have it in the record. It is very clear what 
you consider to be the record. 

' Mr. Scuerer. Don’t make a speech. I direct you to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I heard you. I decline to answer on the basis of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Next question. 

Mr. Rornensera. If there is anything missing from the record I 
can perhaps help supply it. 

Mr. Tavenner. We haven’t been very successful so far. 

Mr. Roruenverc. You haven’t allowed me to speak about the things 
[ want to talk about. 

Mr. Ciarvy. Did you know there was such a club as the Community 
Club in Washington ? 

Mr. Roruenserc. I will have to decline to answer that, sir, on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you have been much opposed to the conduct 
of this hearing by the committee, have you not ? 

Mr. Rornennerc. I have been opposed, sir, to the holding of the 
hearing as well as the conduct of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. And I believe you have been rather active in your 
effort to embarrass the conduct of this meeting by the committee, 
haven’t you? 

53601—54—-pt. 2-5 
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Mr. Roruenserc. Mr. Tavenner, lama person of conviction. When 
I believe something I try to do something about it. I have not at- 
tempted to embarrass anyone. I have attempted to place the issues 
squarely on its feet, and the intent of this hearing is to gain votes for 
the men who are on the committee, pure and simple, and the attempt 
is to break a strike in Detroit. The people of Detroit have answered 
with the headline “Three Thousand Auto Workers on the Picket Line.” 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean trying to elect both Democrats and Repub- 
licans, since the committee is composed of both ? 

Mr. Rornensere. Sir? 

Mr. Cuarpy. You say we are trying to elect both Democrats and 
Republicans since we have both on the committee. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I think each of you is happy to use the people 
youec all before you as ste pping stones to your own reelection, and you 
are approving it. 

Mr. Watter. I wish you would come to my district and campaign 
against me. That is all I would like to have, as one who voted against 
this committee. 

Mr. Rormenserc. It might happen some day, sir. Iama young man. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have translated—— 

Mr. Roruenserc. You oughtn’t to use that word, Congressman. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have translated that opposition to the commit- 
tee into very definite action in this community, haven’t you ¢ 

Mr. Rornenserc. I would hope so. 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of action have you taken in this com- 
munity ¢ 

Mr. Rornenserc. That, Mr. Tavenner, is none of your business. 

Mr. TavENNER. Well, now, let us see if it is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Lask he be directed—— 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed: to answer the question. 

Mr. Rornenserc. You have no right to ask me what my activities 
are. 

Mr. Scuerer. We don’t? 

Mr. Rornenserc. No, you do not. 

Mr. Scuerer. You refuse to answer 

Mr. RornenserG. On the grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead and proceed with the next question. 

Mr. RorHenserc. Why don’t you tail me around all day? Maybe 
you did. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am interested in all members of the Communist 
Party now because it is a erated’ conspiracy aimed to overthrow 
this Government. 

Mr. Rornensere. I heard your speech yesterday, too, Congressman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you confer with the leadership in District 
Council No. 7 of the UE with reference to methods and means that 
should be resorted to to oppose the conduct of the hearings here? 

Mr. Roruenserc. Sir, I met with many community leaders who 
were concerned about the conduct of this hearing. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The question was, Did you meet with that particular 
group ? 

Mr. Rornennerc. I did. I met with some of the UE people as well 
as the others. Of course I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the others include a group of ministers? 
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Mr. Rornenserc. Sir, my activities are my business. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Rornenserc. I will answer on the basis of the first and fifth 
amendments. You are going pretty far, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You mean to say- 

Mr. Rornenserc. I think you had better withdraw your question. 

Mr. TavENNeER. You mean to state to this committee that your con 
ference with a group of ministers might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. RorHensere. I mean to say, sir, you are attempting to attack 
them through me because you don’t have the guts to take them on 
personally. That is why. That is what I mean. You know it as well 
as I. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, witness 

Mr. Rornenserc. That is why you subpenaed me. 

Mr. Crarpy. You will discover shortly why we subpenaed you. 

Mr. Roruensrerc. All right, we will see. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, I want to warn you your conduct is con- 
temptuous of the committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you answer the question as to whether 
or not you are in good faith relying upon the fifth amendment in re- 
fusing to answer a question as to whether you conferred with a group 
of ministers with regard to opposing this committee and the conduct 
of these hearings ? 

Mr. Rornensere. Sir, I don’t wish to leave any wrong implications 
by my answer. I think the putting of that question places me in that 
position. 

Mr. TavenNer. I want you to clear it up. 

Mr. Rornenserc. Particularly after the series of questions that pre- 
ceded it. I say without qualification that I visit any community 
leader who will meet and discuss things with me. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed to answer counsel’s question. If 
you want to take the fifth amendment as to whether you met with a 
group of ministers, you have a right to take the fifth amendment. I 
don’t think you would be invoking it properly. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I think, sir, in all decency to the men involved 
you ought to withdraw the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am directing you to answer the question. 

Mr. Rornensere. I will invoke the—let me think for a moment, 
please. 

(Short pause. ) 

Mr. Rornenperc. You see, this is one of the problems that arises, sir, 
from being subpenaed without notice. I don’t know my legal rights. 

Mr. Scurrer. You have been asked a question. You can answer it 
yr decline to answer on the basis of the fifth amendment. I don’t 
want any more speeches from you. We have let you talk. You 
haven’t answered any relevant question. You have taken the fifth 
amendment on every one of them. Now, if you decided to answer our 
questions, I would let you make a speech here all day. You haven't 
answered one material question. You have hidden behind the fifth 
amendment on every one of them. Iam not going to let you make any 
more speeches. 

Mr. Rornensera. May I ask, sir—I am asking as a matter of in- 
formation—you said I have invoked the fifth amendment improperly, 
and I am concerned about that because I am here without benefit of 
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counsel due to the haste of the committee. It is for that reason that 
I am hesitating to answer the question that has been put to me. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have a right to hesitate. We will take a 5-min- 
ute recess if you want. 

Mr. Rornenserc. In what way have I invoked the fifth amendment 
improperly ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I said we would take a 5-minute recess. 

Mr. RornenserG. I think I am entitled to an answer. 

Mr. Water. Do you want a legal opinion ? 

Mr. Rornenserc. Yes. 

Mr. Watrer. If you invoke the fifth amendment, then of course 
you subject yourself to the possibility of prosecution on the question 
of whether as a matter of fact you e xpose yourself to criminal prosecu- 
tion by associating with a group of ministers. You see? 

Mr. Crarpy. It is the considered judgment of all of the members of 
this subcommittee that admitting that you met with a single minister 
or with a group of ministers cannot possibly incriminate you, and 
therefore when you invoke the fifth amendment as the ground for 
refusing to answer, you are subjecting yourself to a possible citation 
by this committee. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I see. 

Mr. Water. You see, there has been much confusion about the fifth 
amendment. Of course it is deliberate. It is done by the members 
of the Communist Party. They try to create the impression, of course, 
that it means something more than it does. As one who has studied 
the debates that occurred when the amendment was written, I will tell 
you it has been distorted way out of all proportion. You certainly 

cannot now invoke the fifth amendment properly. 

The Circuit Court of Appeals in the Eighth Circuit, I believe, 
decided that where a witness assumes that something is damaging, 
which in fact is not, he must suffer the consequences of his conclusion, 
if in fact his conclusion Pore That is the law. 

Mr. Rornenserc. Well, sir, my reason for hesitation clearly is not 
this particular question, but j is sti series of questions which the counsel 
will undoubtedly ask as a result of it, and I am hesitating because—— 

Mr. Watrer. What do you think he will ask as a result of this? 

Mr. Rornensera. I won’t guess, sir. I base it on past performance. 

Mr. Watrer. Oh. 

Mr. Rornenserc. I hesitate to enter into a series of questions of this 
kind because I think I can see the intent of the questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think we can tell you with perfect propriety all we 
are seeking. We know from others that you did approach and con- 
verse with ministers in this community, and that as a result of your 
activity, plus that of others, you he ‘Iped induce the ministers to write 
a letter that has been given some publicity. That is as far as we intend 
going. 

He obviously didn’t disclose he was a member of the Communist 
Party or the ministers wouldn’t have gone along. 

Mr. Watrer. More than that, the letter that you are talking about 
appeared in the public press. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is right. 

Mr. Watrer. Was published hours before either Mr. Clardy or I 
received it, and before Mr. Scherer received it. Now, we would like 
to know whether or not you gave the letter that came to us to the press. 
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Mr. Crarpy. That is what we are leading up to. If that can incrim- 
inate you, you can invoke the fifth amendment properly. I don’t think 
you can be charged with any crime if you admit those things. 

Mr. Watrer. It is no crime to make a fool out of decent people, nor 
is it very difficult. 

Mr. Rornenpere. I think, sir, that is more than an insult tome. It 
s an insult to 14 leaders of this community. 

Mr. Watrer. No, it isn’t. I have more respect for those people, sir, 
than you ever had or ever could possibly have. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you disclose to these ministers when you ap- 
proached them and asked them to write the letter that you were a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rornenserc. I believe, sir, that I will have to decline to answer. 
[ don’t know whether I should legally. Frankly, lam inadilemma. I 
wonder if it would be possible to have a recess. 

Mr. Warrer. What do you say? 

Mr. Rornensera. I say, 1 wonder if it would be possible to have a 
short recess. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will tell you frankly, you have a right, a perfect 

right to invoke the fifth amendment on that question because I asked 
you whether or not you disclosed to the ministers you were a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crarpy. That is, if you are a Communist. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. Let me finish. 

And I think that you have a perfect right to invoke the fifth amend- 
ment on that question and not be in contempt of this committee. I am 
not advising you to invoke it. We want you to answer the question 
whether or not you did. ' If you do invoke the fifth amendment, how- 
ever, I think you are invoking it properly in respect to that question. 

Mr. Roruenserc. Thank you, sir. My concern is that it then casts 
a Shadow upon the other questions that are asked, which I don’t wish 
my activities to assume a conspiratorial nature, which is the intent of 
the questions that have been asked. My activities are out in the open. 

Mr. Warrer. I think I can properly make a deal with you here. For 
many many months the Judiciary Committee, of which I happen to 
be a ranking member, has been concerned with a legislative program 
that will make it possible for the Congress of the United States to deal 
adequately with those people who, like yourself, hide behind the Con- 
stitution. I say that advisedly. We have written a law that has to do 
with immunity, without all of the formalities being gone through with. 
We, and I speak for this subcommittee—if I get my foot off first base, 
tag me out—we will agree that you will not be prosecuted or indicted 
for anything at all if you will tell us what happened that brought about 
the publication and the issuance of this letter over the signature of fine, 
well-meaning, public-spirited citizens. 

Mr. Roruenserc. Well, sir, I am not going to make any deal with 
this committee. Let me make that clear first. If I am going to answer, 
it will be on the basis of my legal rights and the implications of those 
answers to those questions. I want to state very clearly that I met with 
a number of community leaders. I am proud and not ashamed of any- 
thing I have done. It has been right out in the open, and it seems to 
me that you are attempting to—— 

Mr:ScHrrer. Wait a minute. You have not answered the question. 
You are going into another speech. 
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Mr. RornenserG. That is my profession. 

Mr. Scurerer. The witness has had ample opportunity to answer the 
question and has been prope rly advised. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think the record should show at this point that the 
knowledge we have concerning your having approached them is not 
secondhand. 

Mr. Watrer. He admits that he conferred with these people. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think in the light of the answer, it is not necessary 
that I ask any further questions. 

Mr. Scurrer. The witness ‘is excused. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Scuerer. So that everyone who is interested may know, there 
will be a meeting of a subcommittee of the Commission of the City of 
Dayton in this room at 3 o’clock this afternoon, so the subcommittee 
is going to run straight through the noon hour until 2: 45, and then 
we will adjourn for the day. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you ready for the next witness? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. TAvenner. Mr. Miniard. 

Mr. Scugrrer. Will the witness raise his right hand ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help} you God ? 

Mr. Mrntrarp. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF MARVIN M. MINIARD 


Mr. Mrntarp. Marvin M. Miniard. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted you are not accompanied by counsel. 
The rule of the committee is that all witnesses are entitled to have 
counsel with them if they desire. 

Mr. Mrntarp. I don’t think I care to have. 

Me. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Miniard ¢ 

Mr. Mrntarp. Alabama. 

Mr. TAvENNER. On w nat day ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. October 2, 1906. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do vou spell your last name 

Mr. Mintarp. M-i-n-i-a-r-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Mrntarp. 1993 Norton Avenue, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a resident of Dayton, 
Ohio 

Mr. Mrntarp. Since 1928. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Mrintarp. I am a builder ora contractor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly, please, what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Mintarp. Oh, 3 years of high school is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us, please, what your record of em- 
ployment has been since, say, since 1940 ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. Since 1940? 


~~ 
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Mr. Tavenner. Let me make the request more simple. How were 
you employed in 1940? 

Mr. Mintarp. Frigidaire Corp., General Motors. 

Mr. Tavenner. What character of work, in what character of 
work ? 

Mr. Mintarp. I was an electroplater. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you an employee of Frigidaire? 

Mr. Mrntarp. I would say somewhere around 13 years then. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you leave Frigidaire ? 

Mr. Mrntrarp. I believe I left in 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time you were employed by 
Frigidaire, I assume you were a member of some union having a con- 
tract with that company ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. I was a member of Local 801. They had a contract 
with the company. 

Mr. TAvenner. Did you hold any official position in that union? 

Mr. Mintarp. At times. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions? 

Mr. Mrntarp. Well, I really don’t remember all of them. At various 
times, I guess I was known as financial secretary mostly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, is that Local 801 of the UE? 

Mr. Mrntarp. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Miniard, the committee has received testimony 
from Mr. John C, Mitchell indicating that during the period of time 
or at least part of the time when you were employed at Frigidaire you 
were a member of the Communist Party. Is that information true or 
that testimony true or is it false ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. I think it is partly true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your affi- 
liations were with the Communist Party during th: at period ? 

Mr. Mrytarp. I don’t know what time or what year it was, I don’t 
remember, but it was back in—I don’t know, 1938, 1937, 1939, some- 
where along there, I believe, that I signed a card. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what led to your becoming a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mrintarp. I signed an application. I was approached to join. 

Mr. TavENNeER. You were approached ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Do you recall the circumstances under which you 
were approached ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. Well, not too clearly, no, I don’t. I remember, I know 
where it was when I was first approached. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was this? Where were you approached ? 
Where were you when you were approached to become a member ? 

Mr. Mintarp. If I remember right, it was at 9 East Fifth Street, I 
believe it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. That doesn’t mean anything to me. What office or 
what place was that? Can you describe it further ¢ 

Mr. Mrintarp. Well, it was, at that time, it was a number of union 
offices and a hall there. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the union office, you were approached in the 
union offiee ¢ 

Mr. Mrntarp. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was about 1938? 
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Mr. Mrntarp. I think so. I don’t remember the year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the individual ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. His name was Albright. 

Mr. Tavenner. Albright. Isthat FE. M. Albright? 

Mr. Mrxtarp. I don’t remember his initials, his first name. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold in the union at that 
time, if any ? 

Mr. Mrintrarp. I don’t know. I don’t remember whether he was 
chairman of the Montgomery County CIO Council or whether he was 
secretary. It was some of those—— 

Mr. Tavenner. But he was an official in the CIO organrzation at 
that time? 

Mr. Mrnrarp. I think so, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what reason was assigned by him as to why 
you should become a member of the Communist Party / y 

Mr. Minuarp. I really don’t remember now what the story was. I 
nevel paid too much attention to it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, 1 am trying to discover why it was that you 
permitted yourself to be induced to join the party, the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Mrntarp. I guess I was like a lot of other people. At that 
time, it seemed like I had a fever of joining. I don’t know why I did. 

Mr. TAveNNER. How sea g did you remain in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mrn1arp. Two or three years, I might say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you got out of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mintarp. That is right. 

Mr. TavenNER. Why did you get out ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. I just wasn’t interested. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you visit—did you advise the Communist 
Party leaders or any of them that you were dropping out of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Mintarp. No, sir; I didn’t advise anybody. 

Mr. TAveNNER. You just quit? 

Mr. Mrntarp. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any change in your relationship with 
your union after you dropped out of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mrntarp. Well, I wouldn’t say there was so much change. At 
that time, I was active in CIO housing. Of course, sometime along 
then, of course, I served my time as financial secret; iry of Local 801. 
And according to the rules and regulations, the laws they had passed 
~~ year, one couldn’t succeed himself after serving so many years 

I don’t remember if it was 1 or 2 years, something like that. So I 
had already been in office for 3 or 4 years until my time was out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our records, of course as a result of testimony, 
show your former membership in the Communist Party, and this is 
an opportunity for you to give the committee as full a statement as 
you om about your membership in it, and your reasons for getting 
out of it, and anything that you desire to say to the committee I am 
sure W a ‘be heard by them. 

Mr. Mrntrarv. Well, I thought I had enough to do, and I couldn’t 
see any benefit so far as I was concerned, and since I was active in 
the housing, something I could really see something good come of, 
that is what I was interested in. I didn’t have time to attend to a lot 
of meetings or anything else. There is not very much I can tell you 
about the party or its act ivity. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You have not been affiliated in any way with the 
Communist Party since the time you have indicated, since you with- 
drew ? 

Mr. Mrniarp. I have not; no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Waurer. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. Thank you very much. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lemuel Markland. 

Mr. Scnuerer. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth. 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Markianp. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF LEMUEL MARKLAND, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, J. PAUL PREAR 


Mr. Marxianp. Lem Markland, I believe you have here, although 
IT am known by Lem Markland and Lemuel Markland, and Lem E. 
Markland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Markianp. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself ? 

Mr. Prear. Attorney J. Paul Prear, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Marxianp. Vermilion County, Ill., near Danville; May 2. 
1905. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in Dayton ? 

Mr. Marxkianp. Yes, I do. 

Mr. TAveNNER. How long have you lived in Dayton? 

Mr. Marxrianp. I came to Dayton in March 1993" I live outside. 

Mr. ‘TaveNNER. What is your occupation ¢ 

Mr. Marxkianp. I am a porcelain repairman, working on repairing 
refrigerators at plant 2, Frigidaire division, General Motors Corp. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held various official positions in the UE? 

Mr. Markranp. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What have been those positions? 

Mr. Marxtanp. Well, I believe I started out by being a steward, 
elected. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Marktanp. This is UE. Of course, I was in other unions be- 
fore UE, two other unions. 

Mr. Prear. Mr. Chairman, I am going to make the same request 
today that I made yesterday. 

Mr. Scuerer. Vout request is granted. The photographers will 
refrain from taking any pictures while this witness is giving his testi- 
mony. 

Mr. Marxkianp. I started out, I believe, this could have been 1936, 
as a steward. I am not sure. It was somewhere in the middle 1930's, 
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maybe early 1937, as a departmental steward, elected. I became a 
chief steward of the department, that was before—of course, we had 
a contract with General Motors. 

Mr. TavenNER. What local? 

Mr. Markuanp. The Frigidaire Local 801, VE-CIO. Then I believe 
I was elected corresponding secretary of the local, and I believe this 
was in 1937 or 1938, I believe. 1937, I believe, sir. It may have been 
in the early spring of 1938. ; 

Then we, it was in the early days of organization, and money being 
scarce, we threw the Delco local and the Frigidaire local together and 
became known as General Motors Local 801. I was elected a vice pres- 
ident from Frigidaire. I believe this was in 1938, if I remember, sir, 
during the recession so-called. 

Then I remained there until after the election, that is the National 
Labor Relations Board election in 1940. Then, of course, we did what 
we call disamalgamating, divided the two locals, Delco group and 
Frigidaire group. We held elections in the Frigidaire group, and I 
was elected president of the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year was that? 

Mr. Marxranp. I was elected in the fall of 1940. I believe that I 
took office on January 1. I am not sure, of 1941. I held the position 
for 2 years, and like the previous wiinane here testified, they had a 
clause in the constitution, I believe, at that time, of the local union 
forbidding a fellow holding a job more than 2 terms in succession. 
Then I also was in the plant in the following year, served as a member 
of the War Labor Board, region 5. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean, a member of the War Labor 
Board ? 

Mr. Markianp. Associate member, the War Labor Board during 
the war. 

Mr. Tavenner. Stationed where? 

Mr. Markianp. In Cleveland, region 5. I believe it had West Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, and Ohio, 3 States, I believe, that I recall. 

I also served asa committeeman ina plant at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give me the date when you were a member 
of the War Labor Board? 

Mr. Markanp. I don’t recall the exact dates. It was sometime the 
latter part of 1942 or the early part of 1943, sir, until sometime in 
1944. I had to give up the office. Anyway, I served as conimittee- 
man, that is subecommitteeman in the plant during this period I was a 
member of the War Labor Board. I was in the plant part of the time. 
Part of the time I was out of the plant, serving on the board. 

Then that following fall I was reelected president of the Frigidaire 
local. I was president of the Frigidaire local for the year 1944. I 
didn’t run for reelection. 

For a short period of time in the international union, there were a 
lot of the boys being called to the service, and there was a shortage of 
men on the international staff, and I was asked temporarily to take 
a job, to more or less head up negotiations and that sort of thing, local 
negotiations for the union, in various plants of General Motors, like 
Rochester, Warren, Ohio, Yellow Springs, the various shops that are 
in Dayton, and I held that position until somewhere around June 15, 
I believe, 1945. 
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Then I went back in the plant. Sometime in the fall they had an 
election when I also was elected district committeeman. Then around 
the first of the year, I was elected, well, I suppose you would call it 
elected, the president of the district council, I believe I was elected. 
Anyway, I was selected by the district council, which I have forgotten 
to tell you, I was already vice president and was for a couple of years. 

Mr. Tavenner. You succeeded Mr. Decavitch ? ? 

Mr. Markianp. That is right. I served there, I was elected the 
first time, I believe, four times. Then my office ran out 

Mr. Tavenwer. That was president of district 7 ? 

Mr. Markuanp. No. 7, that is right, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You succeeded Mr. Decavitch and became president 
of district 7, and you held that office from what time to what time? 
Mr. Markxianp. From sometime early January 1946 until, I believe, 
anyway, the constitutional ending. I believe it was midnight, October 

, 1949, I believe that is right, the right date. 

During these intervening years, while I had various other positions 

in the union, I was first president of the CIO council here in Dayton. 
When we organized, I don’t remember whether it was a temporary 
yosition. That was organized, as I recall, in the year 1940, and I 
iene although I am not positive, that I served two terms. It may 
have been a term and one-half, counting the first time being elected 
in a temporary office. 

I also served on the CIO political action committee of the State. I 
don’t remember the exact dates. It was while I was district president. 

I also served as a vice president of the State CIO also while I was 
district president. 

Also, awhile back, when president of the Frigidaire local, I was 
elected, I believe, once as an alternate trustee for the international] 
union, only I believe later I was again elected an alternate or a trustee. 
It has been quite awhile ago, and I don’t remember. My job was to 
check books, take inventory for the union. 

I may have missed some, but I don’t recall any of the others. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What has been your formal educational training? 

Mr. Marxianp. It is not much. I started school in Sioux County, 
Iowa. My folks moved quite a bit when I was young. Then I went 
to school next in Kentucky. What education I have, formal educa- 
tion, I received it then, the latter part of it, and I would say, although 
I had high-school work, I would say my education largely ends with 
the eighth grade, in Montgomery C ounty, Ky., sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Markland, you are a person who has had 
vast experience in very responsible positions in the field of labor. 

Mr. Markianp. Yes. I might add—I don’t want to leave anything 
out of this testimony—I believe I was on a labor advisory committee, 
I believe the electrical division, of the War Production Board, during 
the war. Nevertheless, I was there in an advisory capacity on this 
committee, and we met in the Social Security Building on several 
occasions. 

Mr. Tavenner. This committee has received considerable evidence 
since 1949 regarding the activities of officials of the UE in the field 
of communism. In Albany last year there was one person, Jack 
Davis—were you acqu: uinted with Jack Davis? 

Mr. Markianp. The name is not familiar, sir. Where was he 
located ¢ 





1 Reference to Victor Decavitch 
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Mr. Tavenner. In the Rochester area, Albany. 

Mr. Markianp. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Marxkuanp. No, sir, I didn’t. At least, I can’t recall. I knew 
him as a field organizer for the union in a short period of time that 
I knew him. It was, I believe, during the short period of time I was 
working with the General Motors locals at the end of my third term 
as the president of the Frigidaire local. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Davis advised the committee in sworn testimony 
that a great many members, great many organizers of the UE, and 
international representatives were members of the Communist Party, 
and that he met with them as members of the Communist Party. 

Now, that was in the Albany-Troy-Rochester area. 

He also testified regarding the same thing in Massachusetts. 

Now, the committee received evidence back in 1949 regarding the 
situation in Ohio, and I suppose you are familiar with the testimony 
of Mr. Decavitch and other persons taken at that time ? 

Mr. Marxiann. Only what I got out of the Journal and the Daily 
News. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Decavitch in 1949 identified you as the person 
who succeeded him 1] . his posit on, an d th: at you were known to him 
to be a member of the C ommunist Party at that time. 

Mr. Markuianp. I believe I read something like that in one of the 
Dayton papers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you are ina position to advise this committee 
as to the method of operation of the Communists in connection with 
their activity within the UE, and I want to call upon you to give the 
committee the benefit of such information as you have. If you yourself 
were a member of the Communist Party, you would be much better 
qualified to give that information. 

So my first question to you is, was Mr. Decavitch correct in iden 

ify Ing you back at the time you succeeded him as the president of 
district 7 as a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Markianp. Sir, I will have to take the position of several pre- 
vious witnesses. In view of the situation being what it is, I have no 
connection whatsoever with the labor movement. I work in a plant. 
I haven’t had any connection with the labor movement for 414 years, 
or an g¢ on 5 years. I have to invoke my privilege under the first and 
fifth amendments to the Constitution. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You mean you do invoke the privilege of the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Markuianp. I do, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you will not answer the question as to whether 
or not you were a member of the Communist Party when you were 
president of district 7? 

Mr. Markuanp. I will invoke the privilege under the Constitution. 

Mr. Crarpy. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Markianp. The same question, I still have to invoke the privi- 
lege under the Constitution, for the first and fifth amendments, par- 
ticularly the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, isn’t it a fact that you actually carried a Com- 
munist Party card for a period of time? 
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Mr. Marxuanp. I still will have to invoke the privilege, sir, under 
the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, let’s go back to 1946. Didn’t you hold Commu- 
nist Party Card No. 10741? 

Mr. Markuanp. I will still have to invoke the privilege, sir, although 
I never heard of that number. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, maybe I can correct that. It was actually No. 
67934. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is 1949. We will ask about the last number that 
he gave you. Do you remember hearing that number, No, 67934, issued 
to you in 1949? 

Mr. Markianp. They are changing it pretty rapid really on me, 
sir, so I will have to invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. You don’t have to. You are doing so. 

Mr. Marxuanp. I wish to. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are doing so. 

Mr. Marxianp. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. TavenNErR. You are acquainted with Mr. Arthur Strunk, are 
you not ¢ 

(At this point, Mr. Markland, the witness, conferred with his coun- 
sel, Mr. Prear.) 

Mr. Markianp. Sir—TI don’t remember who directed the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I did. 

Mr. Marxianp. Whoever did, I heard the testimony of Mr. Strunk 
here yesterday, and in view of that testimony, I wish to invoke my 
privileges under the first and fifth amendments of the Constitution 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Mr. Oakie Wornstaff ¢ 

Mr. Markianp. I am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And 

Mr. Markianp. I was acquainted with him, not recently. 

Mr. Tavenner. My recollection is that he testified that you were on 
the strike committee at the Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Marxianp. I believe he did, sir. I would like to have the 
privilege that the committee has afforded some others, give my own 
words about the strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will tell us about the Communist Party acti- 
vities in that strike. 

Mr. Marxuanp. Whether I do or not, I think I should be given the 
same privilege as every other witness here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Every other witness who testified about facts of that 
kind, told the facts, and what they knew about the situation. You will 
tell only part. 

Mr. Markianp. I will tell you my version and my interpretation of 
the Univis Lens strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the connection of the Communist 
Party in connection with that strike ? 

Mr. Markianp. Sir, I will tell you my version. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell what you know about the Communist 
Party activities during that strike ? 

Mr. Markianp. Again, I will have to invoke my privilege under the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I thought so. 
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Mr. Marxuanp. I think you should hear the other side of the story. 
There have been accusations cast. 

Mr. Crarpy. You mean the Communist side of the story ? 

Mr. Marxianp. I mean the UE side of the story. I was an officer 
of the union at that time, and I have been attacked. I think I should 
be given the privilege. 

Mr. Scuerer. If you had answered the questions, and not invoked 
the fifth amendment, we would have let you say almost anything you 
want with reference to the activities in connection with that strike. 

Mr. Marxianp. It seems to me, sir 

Mr. Scuerer. You have refused to answer the questions that have 
been asked you. We consider them pertinent to the hearing. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think we ought to add, Mr. Chairman, the only 
angle we are interested in is the connection of the Communist Party 
with the strike. We are not interested in the strike as such, or the 
dispute as such. We are interested only in the question of how much 
of the direction and control of that strike was handled by the Com- 
munists, 

You say you won't talk about that, so we don’t care to hear from 
you. 

Mr. Marktann. Can I explain what I want to talk about on it? 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, I don’t think there is any reason why 
the rule should be violated. 

Mr. Marxtanp. I don’t want to violate any rules. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acqu: tinted with Mr. Roger E. Dunham? 

Mr. Marxranp. I have seen him, sir. 

Mr. TAvenner. Are you acquainted also with Mr. John C. Mitchell ? 

Mr. Marxianp. Yes, sir; I was acquainted with him at one time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I understand, Mr. Markland, that you have 

tated publicly in the community that you were never a member of 
the Communist Party. Am TI correct in that information ? 

Mr. Markianp. I may have at some time. I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just within the past few days, since it has been 
pl blicized at this hearing. 

Mr. Markianp. I may have. I don’t recall saying it peotiety be- 
fore anyone or inthe p ors lic in the last few days, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Di ; you make any public statements of any charac- 
ter to the effect that you had never been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Marxianp. I don’t recall, sir, making such a statement. 

Mr. Crarpy. What is that? 

Mr. Marxkianp. I don’t recall making any such statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not recall? 

Mr. Markianp. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever publicly denied membership in the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Markuanp. I er. have at some time or other, sir. I signed a 
Taft-Hartley affidavit, sir. I also signed an affidavit somewhat sim- 
ilar when I bh ecame a member of the War Labor Board. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. When you signed the Taft-Hartley affidavit, were 
you then and there at that time a member of the Communist Party 
in actual reality ? 

Mr. Marxranp. I think, sir, that the affidavit speaks pretty well for 
itself. 
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Mr. Criarpy. No, it doesn’t, not for the 9 of my question. 
Were you a Communist at the time you signed the Taft-Hartley afli- 
davit ? , 

Mr. Markxianp. That is what I said when I signed the affidavit. 

Mr. Crarpy. I understand what the affidavit purports. I am ask- 
ing what the real fact was. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did you say on the affidavit ? 

Mr. Marxianp. I think I will use my privilege under the first and 
fifth amendments, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. To which question, both of them ? 

Mr. Markianp. Let me hear the question again, sir. 

Mr. Scnerer. What did you say when you signed the Taft-Hartley 
affidavit with reference to whether you were or were not a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marxuanp. I don’t remember the exact wording. You fellows 
may have a copy of it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you say you were a member of the party or not? 

Mr. Marxuanp. I don’t think you could sign on there saying you 
were a member of the party. 

Mr. Scuerer. I only asked that question because you yourself 
raised the question. 

Did you say in that affidavit that you were not a member of the 
party ? 

Mr. Markianp. Whatever it said on the paper, sir, I rather think 
that is what is was, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party or were 
you not a member of the party at the time you signed ? 

Mr. Markuanp. At the time I signed the affidavit, I wasn’t. I 
could have been held for perjury. I could have been tried before a 
Federal court. I wasn’t. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the party at that time? 

Mr. Marxuanp. I think at this late date perhaps I had better use 
my privilege under the first and fifth amendments, although I ap- 
peared before a Federal grand jury on the affidavit and I wasn’t in- 
dicted, sir. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, then, why are you apprehensive over giving us a 
straightforward answer now ? 

Mr. Markianp. It is personal fear of bodily harm. 

Mr. Water. From what source ? 

Mr. Markianpb. Well, sir, I think with the atmosphere here today, 
and the situation, sir, that I don’t think, it is from genuine fear on my 
part. 

Mr. Criarpy. You mean you are apprehensive that someone on this 
committee or connected with it will bodily assault you ? 

Mr. Markianp. Not with your fists, no, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is what you are trying to say. 

Mr. Markuanp. Well, maybe I used- 

Mr. Ciarpy. You don’t mean that? 

Mr. MarKuanp. I may have used the wrong terminology. 

Mr. Criarpy. Answer my question. You didn’t mean any such 
thing as that; did you ? 

Mr. Marxianp. I didn’t mean you fellows would assault me, sir. 

Mr. Watrer. In 1943 were you a member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Marxranp. Again I will use my privilege under the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Watrer. You were a member of the War Labor Board: weren’t 
you? Did anybody interrogate you in connection with your becoming 
a member of the Board? 

Mr. Marxuanp. Did anyone ask me to? 

Mr. Watter. Did anyone ask you questions or 

Mr. Marxtanp. I signed an affidavit at that time, sir. I don’t 
remember what it was. 

Mr. Watrer. Did anybody ask you at that time whether or not you 
were a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Marxuanp. They did. Evidently I signed the affidavit over at 
the post office. 

Mr. Water. Yes; were you a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mr. Marxtanp. The affidavit spoke for itself. 

Mr. Watrer. I am asking you now. Let’s forget the affidavit. Were 
you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Markianp. Again I will have to use my privilege under the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make any donations to the Communist 
Party after you signed the non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. Marxuanp. I am going to, I would like to, first, my answer is 
“No, sir,” and I would like to interject something here in connection 
with the testimony yesterday, sir. I never heard perjury of the Taft- 
Hartley group in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What? 

Mr. Marguanp. Of the Taft-Hartley group of the Communist 
Party. 

Mi. Ciarpy. Were you in a position so you could have learned that? 

Mr. Marxxanp. I heard of it yesterday for the first time. 

Mr. Crarpy. The question was, Were you in a position to have known 
whether there was such a Communist Party group? 

Mr. Marxuianp. Again, I don’t quite understand the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. The question was, Were you then in such a position 
as a member of the Communist Party that you would have known 
at first hand whether there was such a group, or were you completely 
outside the Communist orbit so that whatever you say about your 
knowledge, it would not be based on any firsthand information 

Mr. Marxtanp. If I interpret your question, was I a member of 
the Communist Party at that time? I believe that is the question. 

Again I will use my privilege under the first and fifth amendments, 
sir. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. That wasn’t precisely what I asked you, but that will 
suffice. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hand in any resignation of any character 
tc the Communist Party before signing the non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. Margtanp. Again I will have to exercise my privileges as an 
American under the first and fifth amendments, particularly the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I asked you about your acquaintanceship with 
Roger Dunham and John Mitchell. The reason I did that is: Both of 
those persons have also identified you as a member of the Communist 
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Party, and I want to give you an opportunity to state whether or not 
they told the committee the truth about it. "You were identified by 
Mr. Mitchell as having been a member of the Communist Party, and 
also by Roger Dunham. Is there anything you want to say about it? 

Mr. Marxtanp. Is that a question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I am giving you the opportunity to answer 
sworn testimony in this record. You are here on the witness stand. 
I think you should have a chance to answer it if you want to. 

(At this point Mr. Markland conferred with his attorney, Mr. 
Prear.) 

Mr. Marxuanp. As I understand the question, Have I anything to 
say on whether I know Mr. Dunham or Mr. Mitchell ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Not as to whether you know them. I told you they 
both identified you as having been a member of the Communist Party. 
This is an opportunity for you to explain it, deny it, or answer it in 
any way you choose. 

Mr. Margtanp. I think, under the circumstances, I haven’t had the 
opportunity, nor has my counsel, to cross-question these fellows in 
this situation; at least I haven’t; I don’t know about counsel. I think 
I will let it pass, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you deny the identifications given by those wit- 
nesses ? 

Mr. Markianp. Your question is, Do I deny? Again, sir, I will 
have to invoke the first and fifth amendments, particularly the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then I take it you do not desire to say through this 
record to the world, so to speak, anything in justification or in defense; 
am I correct in that? 

Mr. MarKianp. Not at this time, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. Yes, one further ques- 
tion. 

Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mr. Markianp. Again I will have to invoke my privileges, sir, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Marxianp. I would like to say a few words, if the committee 
will permit me to, for the record. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused.) 

Mr. Scuerer. I think, Mr. Counsel, that we will take a 20-minute 
recess. 

(A recess was taken.) 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. Mr. Tavenner, 
call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Virginia Hipple, please come forward. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give the 
committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mrs. Hiepte. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is your name, please ? 
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TESTIMONY OF VIRGINIA HIPPLE, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, J. PAUL PREAR 


Mrs. Hiepte. Could I wait for my counsel? He was called to the 
phone. He will be in just as soon as he can get off the phone. 

Mr. Tavenner. Surely. 

(Short pause. ) 

Mr. Watrter. Who is he? 

Mrs. Hirrte. Prear, J. Paul Prear. 

Mr. Prear. My apologies to the committee. I am sorry. I hada 
telephone call to place. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Mrs. Hiepte. Virginia Hipple. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mrs. Hiprie. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the record, it is the same counsel who repre- 
sented the preceding witness. 

Mrs. Hirrte. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mrs. Hippie. In Dayton. 

Mr. TavenNnER. Dayton ? 

Mrs. Hrerre. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dayton? 

Mrs. Hrepie. In and around Dayton all of my life. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ¢ 

Mrs. Hrepre. I attended grade schools up until the time I was in 
the sixth or seventh grade, around Warren County, around in that 
section. Then I attended Belmont School, suburb of Dayton today, 
through my junior high school. At that time we had the three-school 
system. Then I went to Stuyvers 1 year, started my second year, at 
which time I had to quit school because of the depression, impossible 
tostay in school. 

When I was—let’s see, what is that, 1940, I believe it was, I took 
a course so that I might enter Dayton Missionary Bible Institute, from 
which I graduated in 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed ? 

Mrs. Hrrrre. I am a stator inserter at Master Electric. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you hold any position at the present time in 
Local 754, UE ? 

Mrs. Hirrie. Yes, I am the president of that local. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been president ? 

Mrs. Htrrte. This is my second year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time did you hold any official position ? 

Mrs. Hrrerie. Recording secretary ; recording secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period ? 

Mrs. Hipptr. I was trying to recall a while ago, and I think I was 
elected to that position in 1947. I am almost sure that was the year, 
but it was 1947 or early 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. As an official of and president of Local 754, UE, 
you were required to sign a non-Communist affidavit, were you not ? 

Mrs. Hippie. Yes, I was. 


Mr. Tavenner. Have you signed more than one? 
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Mrs. Hiepie. Yes, I signed more than one. As a matter of fact, 
every year since UE approved the policy at the convention of signing 
the non-Communist aflidavit, I don’t remember whether my first one 
was in 1949 or 1950. I have signed every year since that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you three non-Communist affidavits bearing 
the date May 8, 1950; December 27, 1950; December 21, 1953, respec- 
tively, and ask you if those are copies of affidavits which you signed. 

Mrs. Hirrte. They appear tobe. Isay they appear to be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether at the 
time you signed each of those affidavits you were not a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hiprete. Mr. Tavenner, I could go through all of the other 
things that the other witnesses have gone through in trying to tell 
you the affidavit speaks for itself. I don’t care to get into that kind of 
an argument, so because of the makeup of this committee and because 
what I feel it is trying to do to my union, I don’t say I am forced to, 
but I wish to invoke the first and fifth amendments and decline to 
answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You invoke the fifth amendment because of what 
you think this committee is trying todo. Well, Mr. Chairman, I think 
she should be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Hirrie. I answer the question by invoking the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified in the course of testimony 
here as having been a member of the Communist Party and having 
paid dues to Mr. Arthur Strunk. Was he in error in that testimony ? 

Mrs. Hrepte. I decline to answer the question on the basis of the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. Hrerte. I signed an affidavit in 1954, I believe, in January, 
Mr. Tavenner. ‘Therefore, I think that the question is, I think I will 
use the word silly, because I think that is what I mean. Therefore I 
am invoking the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is a silly question if you were telling the truth 
when you signed those affidavits. Iam asking the question now, Were 
you telling the truth ? 

Mrs. Hipvpte. I answered the question. I refuse to answer and in- 
voke my rights under the Constitution on the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. You refuse to tell the committee whether you were 
stating the truth when you signed these three affidavits ? 

Mrs. Hippie. There are laws, and according to the affidavit, I read 
in the small print on the bottom, it says I am subject to 5 years in the 
penitentiary, and I think a $10,000 fine. I don’t know what kind of 
money that is, but I think a $10,000 fine if I have lied when I signed 
the affidavit. Therefore, before this committee I am refusing to 
answer the question, invoking the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you made any donations to the Communist 
Party since you signed the first of these affidavits, namely, the 8th 
day of May 1950? 

Mrs. Hirer. Of course, your question is presupposing I made do- 
nations previous to that time. Therefore, on the basis of answering 
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your question, not on what I said previously, answering your ques 
tion I refuse to answer and invoke the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I see those affidavits ? 

One of these affidavits, Witness, indicates that you signed it, took 
the oath, on the 27th day of December 1950. Listen carefully to what 
I am going toask you: 

Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 26th day of 
December 1950? 

Mrs. Hiepte. Mr. Clardy, I will give you the same answer I gave 
Mr. Tavenner. The affidavits speak for themselves. Therefore I re- 
fuse to answer your question and invoke the privilege under the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Hrrrtr. I decline to answer on the basis of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Criarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 
28th day of December 1950 ? 

Mrs. Hrerte. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Crarpy. Another of the affidavits bears the date of May 8. 
1950, the date on which it was signed and sworn to. Were you a 
member of the party on the day immediately preceding or the day 
immediately following May 8, 1950? 

Mrs. Hirer. I decline to answer and invoke my constitutional 
rights under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And the last affidavit bears the date of December 21, 
1953. I ask the same question: Were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party on the day preceding or the day following the date of 
the execution of this affidavit ? 

Mrs. Hiprre. Mr. Clardy, I will give you the same answer. I de- 
cline to answer because of constitutional amendments 1 and 5. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, the Communist Party and its sympathizers 
are continually berating this committee and other committees on the 
ground that the persons identified in testimony before this and those 
other committees are denied an opportunity to speak out in their own 
defense, as they phrase it. 

Now, I call your attention to the fact that you have been publicly 
identified here before this subcommittee as a member of the Communist 
Party. We are today affording you an opportunity to say what you 
wish in challenging that testimony, in defense of your own position, or 
anything else concerned with the questions and answers that dealt with 
you given here from this same stand as recently as yesterday. 

Now, when you sit there and refuse to answer the questions, I trust 
that after you leave the stand you will not be found joining in the anvil 
chorus berating the committee on the ground you had no opportunity 
at any time to say your piece concerning the matter. 

Now, I have a final question for you: 

Have you ever at any time taken part in any of the strategy planning 
of the Communist Party in connection with any of its interventions in 
labor activities here or anywhere else ? 

Mrs. Hirrte. Will you please restate the question 

Mr. Crarpy. I will put it clearly to you again. First, I will preface 
it with a statement. We have a tremendous amount of testimony, some 
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of it produced here, demonstrating beyond all question that the Com- 
munist Party has been and still is using the labor movement for its 
own ends and its own ends alone. In fact, we re ‘ently issued wu little 
pamphlet dealing with the sending out of colonizers from New York 
and other places into Michigan, in particular, for the purpose of bring- 
ing alive the movement of the Communist Party in the labor unions in 
Michigan. And they are at it in Michigan right now, I might say. 

My question is this: Have you ever taken part at any time in devis- 
ing Communist Party strategy in its infiltration of the labor union 
movement, here or anywhere else ? 

At this point Mrs. Hipple conferred with her attorney, Mr. Prear.) 

Mrs. Hrepte. Mr. Clardy, in answer to your question, I am going to 
decline on the same grounds, the first and the fifth amendments. You 
made a statement to me. I had the opportunity to make statements. 

Mr. Crarpy. You do not have an opportunity to make 

Mrs. Hirrte. That is exactly what I wanted to know. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You do not have an eT: nor does any other 
Communist witness, to make a stump speech before this committee 
until and unless they answer questions. 

I have one further question for you : 

In Michigan we discovered and put into the record, and it has been 
copied in this pamphlet, we put into the ree ord a copy of a Communist 
Party order or directive outlining and detailing at great length the 
importance to the Communist Party of the infiltration of the labor 
unions and of the labor union movement. It goes into detail on how 
to do it. We have had some evidence here in this eer ithg that the pro- 
visions of that directive have been pretty well observed in this area 

Now, my question is this: Were you ever at any time made acqu: ainted 

vith a Communist Party resolution or directive outlining the manner 
ind means and method to be used by the party and its adherents 1 
infiltrating and taking over the labor union movement in this area ? 

(At this point Mrs. Hipple conferred with her attorney, Mr. Sradé.) 

Mrs. Hier. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Crarpy. What? 

Mrs. Hippie. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds, 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Crarpy. That isall have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Watrtrr. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

( Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Charles E. Sims. 

Mr. Scuerer. Raise your right hand, a 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Sus. I do. 

Mr. Prear. Mr. Chairman, I would like very much at this time to 
request the Chair and the chairman to ask the photographers to get 
their photographs now and not during the testimony. 

Mr. Scnerer. The photographers will take their pictures before the 
counsel questions the witness. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you state your name, please, sir? 
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TESTIMONY OF CHARLES E. SIMS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
J. PAUL PREAR 


Mr. Sims. Charles E, Sims. 

Mr. Tavennenr. It is noted for the record that Mr. Sims is accom- 
panied by the same counsel who accompanied the preceding witness. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Sims? 

Mr. Sims. Dayton, Ohio, 1911. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are now residing in Dayton ? 

Mr. Sims. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNner. Have you lived in Dayton all of your life? 

Mr. Sims. Lived in the east end all of my life, within a quarter of 
a mile of each other. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what your formal edu- 
cation has been ? 

Mr. Sims. High school graduate and a couple of years of contin- 
uation schools, trade schools. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you now employed ¢ 

Mr. Stus. I ama tool grinder at Master Electric Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you hold any official position in Local 754? 

Mr. Srus. Well, it is not an official position. I give assistance to the 
stewards and the officers in the handling of grievances. You could 
call it a business agent job or anything you would want to call it. 
With my experience in negotiations and so forth, I just volunteered to 
help out in the settlement of grievances, and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other positions have you held in that union, 
that local ? 

Mr. Stus. Been a steward, usual thing, president, vice president. 

Mr. TavENNER. When were you president ? 

Mr. Srus. If I remember right, it was around 1942 or 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any postison in 1948 ? 

Mr. Sums. Within the local union 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Weren’t you president at that time? 

Mr. Stmus. I don’t believeso. I don’t believe I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did you hold at that time? 

Mr. Sms. I might have acted as the secretary or vice president. 
I think that—I couldn’t remember the exact dates, I will tell you that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you also held positions in the Montgomery 
County CIO Council? 

Mr. Stas. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did you hold there ? 

Mr. Sims. I was president of the council for a couple of years. 

Mr. TavenNeER. What years were those ? 

Mr. Srus. Don’t hold me to any year, 1945 to 1947, 1946, one of those 
years in there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sims, you have been very active as a leader in 
the field of labor here, and you should be in a position to know the 
extent to which the Communist Party has infiltrated the ranks of 
labor, if that has happened. You have been identified during the 
course of the testimony as having been yourself a member of the 
Communist Party. I want you to tell this committee what you know 
about Communist Party activities within the field of labor here. 

Mr. Sims. Well, I will tell you. Within the union itself, I wouldn’t 
be a stool pigeon on some of the boys that are trying to stool on me. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You won’t tell what happened in the union ? 

Mr. Sms. I, too, I have a feeling of brotherhood about the union, 
and you keep that. Now, you go ahead and shoot your questions, 1 
know what you want to ask. Even among the people that came up here 
attempting to frame me, I wouldn’t give you names of them. 

Mr. TavennerR. You say attempting to frame you. Well, it is true 
that Mr. Strunk testified that you had been a member of the Com- 
munist Party and paid Communist Party dues to him. If he was 
framing you in that testimony, I would like to know in what partic- 
ular. 

Mr. Srmus. To be a Communist, they talk revolution, strikes, and so 
forth. I have been in my plant for 15 years, and we haven’t had one 
strike in it. How do you explain that ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Now answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. That isn’t the question. Repeat the question now. 

Mr. TavenNneErR. Read the question. 

(The question was read by the reporter. ) 

(At this point Mr. Sims conferred with his attorney, Mr. Prear.) 

Mr. Sms. I would like to have it understood that I used no one’s 
name for testimony or anything else as of this time, but knowing where 
you are leading me, I will decline to answer that question and assert 
my privilege under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while you were president of the Montgomery County CIO 
Council? 

Mr. Sms. Again I decline to answer the question. Do you want 
me to repeat the reasons or the first and fifth—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Same grounds. 

Mr. Srms. O. K. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while you were an official of local 754? 

Mr. Sms. Again, I use the privilege 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain that I recall what you said about 
having lived in Dayton all of your life. Did you say you had ? 

Mr. Smus. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You never took employment of any character out- 
side of Ohio? 

Mr. Srus. No; not that I know of. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sms. I again decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Sms. Again I decline. 

Mr. Crarpy. On the same grounds? 

Mr. Sims. I want to make sure that that appears. Is that right? 

Mr. Scuerer. It will be so understood. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should ask you another question. In 
addition to the testimony of Mr, Arthur Strunk identifying you as 
having been a dues-paying member of the Communist Party, you were 
likewise identified hy Mr. Roger Dunham as having been a member 
of the Communist Party. Will you—you indicate some surprise. Do 
you know Mr. Dunham? 

Mr. Srus. I am trying to recall. If I give the right answer, you 
would twist it around. I again give the first and fifth amendment. I 
don’t think I could pick him out of the crowd. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You say you could? 

Mr. Sims. I say I don't. 

Mr. Tavenner. You recall the name? 

Mr. Srus. I have seen it in the papers. 

Mr. TavENNER. You knew a person by the name of Roger Dunham, 
didn’t vou ¢ 

Mr. Sims. To avoid a frameup, I will again use the first and fifth 
amendments 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that the only reason you are invoking it, to avoid 
a frameup ? 

this point Mr. Sims conferred with his attorney, Mr. Prear.) 

Mr. Sims. Again stating that I probably couldn’t pick him out by 
name in the crowd, I still invoke the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. You invoke the fifth amendment. Why, witness? 

[r. Sims. Not knowing what te stimony he has given, if he has it 
over there, I think it is ar nother que stion of the informer and what he 
has told, that I don’t know about. Under the law I am not required 
to answer questions of that kind, am 14 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that the reason you are invoking the fifth amend- 
ment, merely because you don’t know what kind of questions he is 
voing to ask ? 

(At this point Mr. Sims conferred with lis attorney, Mr. Prear.) 

Mr. Sms. Again I invoke the privilege on that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t understand your answer. 

Mr. Sus. I say, again I invoke the privilege on that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Sims. I again under the first and fifth amendments invoke the 
privilege. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you fearful that the answers you might give to 
these questions would incriminate you? Is that the reason you are 
invoking the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Sts. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, this Congress has just passed a law Sear as 
the immunity law, in which this committee, with the approval of a 
Federal court, can grant you immunity from prosecution. 

Now, if we grant you such immunity, would you answer the ques 
tion then, knowing that you couldn’t be prosecuted as a result of 
anything you say ? 

Mr. Situs. Again I invoke the first and fifth amendments. IT am 
sticking by my buddies in the shop. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Sims. Again I invoke the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Even though you should be free from any criminal 


prosecution whatsoever, you still will not tel] this committee whether 
you would answer questions 4 
Mr. Srus. I will say again I invoke the first and fifth amendments. 


Mr. Scuerer. Do you think it would incriminate you to answer 
questions if you had been granted immunity so that you couldn’t be 
prosecuted? Do you think that would incriminate you? That is 
what you are saying when you invoke the fifth amendment to my 
question. 

Mr. Srus. I am saying nothing except I am invoking the first and 
fifth amendments. 
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Mr. Scuerer. It is obvious you are not invoking the first and fifth 
amendments properly, sir. 

Mr. Sims. Is that right? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Sims conferred with his attorney, Mr. Prear.) 

Mr. Scuerer. And that you are invoking it in bad faith. 

Mr. Sims. O. K. Not being a legal mind, we will str aighten it out 
this way. As I understand in the new law there are certain provisions 
wherein even this committee, you sitting here today, can’t give im- 
munity to anyone. I am not going to be put in a silly position of 
saying I am using immunity today and not knowing what is going 
to come tomorrow. I think that is the position that your committee 
will have to take and notify me. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed with your next question, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may not appreciate it, but you made a terrible 
mistake right at this juncture. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Wavrrr. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Lillian Clott. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you raise your right hand ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Cuorr. I do, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please / 


TESTIMONY OF LILLIAN BRILL CLOTT, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, J. PAUL PREAR 


Mrs. Crorr. My name is Mrs. Lillian Clott. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted for the record that Mrs. Clott is accom- 
panied by the same counsel who accompanied the preceding witness. 

Where do you reside, Mrs. Clott ? 

Mrs. Criorr. I live at Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Columbus, Ohio. How long have you lived in 
Columbus ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I have lived there since about the 1st of December, last 
year. 

Mr. Crarpy. Can you raise your voice a little bit, or get closer to the 
microphone ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I moved to Columbus around December 1 of last year, 
1953. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever live in Dayton? 

Mr. Crorr. No; I never lived in Dayton. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to moving to Columbus? 

Mrs. Ciorr. I lived in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Tavenner. Washington, D.C. How long were you a resident 
of Washington ? 

Mrs. Cuorr. I lived in Washington from late 1946, I believe it was, 
until December 1, 1953, when I came to Columbus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1946 where did you reside ? 
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Mrs. Crorr. I have resided in a great many places. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside just prior to 1946? 

Mrs. Crorr. I made for my own help a few notes on these dates, 
because I made so many changes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I see. 

Mrs. Ciorr. It would be confusing. 

Mr. Water. Just to the best of your recollection. 

Mrs. Ciorr. This is even to the best of my recollection, and it is only 
approximate. Iam not certain of it. I have been around for a little 
while. 

Now, what year do you ask me about, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Where you resided prior to 1946. 

Mrs. Cuorr. That woul 1 be 1 1945, wouldn’t it? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Crorr. Clevel: ind, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long did you reside in Cleveland ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I moved to Cleveland around M: ay of 1943 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1943, where did you reside ? 

Mrs. Cuorr. I lived in Chicago. 

Mr. Tavenner. During this period of time, what was your em- 
ployment ? 

Mrs. Crorr. Well, beginning backward, in Chicago? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mrs. Ciorr. Well, I moved to Chicago from Buffalo, N. Y., around 
March 1942, and late that year, I think it was around November, I 
went to work for the Chicago CIO Council, Chicago Industrial Union 
Council, CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity were you employed ? 

Mrs. Crorr. Asasecretary. Thisismy work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Crorr. And I remained with the Chicago Industrial Union 
Council until around April, at least sometime in the spring of 1943, 
and then I moved. My husband’s work was transferred to Cleveland, 
Ohio. And sometime quite late that year, I am not just sure ae 
I went to work in the office again as a secretary of the UE, District 
I remained in that office until around, some time in the fall of 1944, 
I think around October, but for awhile I was no longer employed as 
secretary. I took a vacancy as director of education and political 
action. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what organization ? 

Mrs. Crorr. In that same organization, district 7 of the UE. 

After that, when I left UE, I think it was around October of 1944, 
to my best recollection, I then stayed at home with my child and didn’t 
work for the balance of 1944. I am taking you up to 1946; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Crorr. And I remained home in 1945, and in 1946, the latter 
part of which I already explained, I moved to Washington, D. C., 
when my husband’s work was again transferred. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment there, the 
same type of employment ? 

Mrs. Crorr. Where? 

Mr. Tavenner. In Washington. 
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Mrs. Corr. Well, I had several different employments in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Mr. TavenNER. What were they / 

Mrs. Corr. You now want to go to 1947 and on up through 1953; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Tavenner. You said you went to Washington in 1946? 

Mrs. Crorr. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was your employment in Washington ? 

Mrs. Crorr. In 19464 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, from the time— 

Mrs. Crorr. I didn’t work in 1946 in Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, when did you begin working in Washington ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I say, 1 began, to my best recollection, to work in 1947, 
in late summer or early fall. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Washington? 

Mrs. Crorr. And I worked part time as a secretary in the oflice of 
the International Union, Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers of America, 
ClO. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you said you had several employments, types 
of employment. 

Mrs. Crorr. That was all for 1947, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I meant for you to go on and tell us the rest of the 
employment you had in Washington. 

Mrs. Curorr. For all subsequent years ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, as long as you were in Washington. 

Mrs. Crorr. I understand now. 

Mr. Tavenner. As long as you were in Washington. 

Mrs. Crorr. 1948, I continued to work on a part-time basis in the 
office of the International Union, Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers of 
America. I ceased there, to my best recollection, in the early spring. I 
think it was March. Then in April and May, for about 2 months, I 
worked for the Progressive Party of the District of Columbia as an 
officeworker. Then I left that and around the end of June I went to 
work for the Hungarian Legation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Hungarian Legation? 

Mrs. Crorr. I remained at the Hungarian Legation through 1949 
until around the end of August, I think it was about the 31st of August. 
Then in September, I went to work for the, on a part-time basis, for 
the Washington Cooperative Book Shop. 

Mr. Scuerer. What book shop is that? 

Mrs. Cirorr. The Washington Cooperative Book Shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your work there ? 

Mrs. Crorr. Well, there I sold books, typed any letters that were 
necessary to be typewritten. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have anything to do with the maintenance 
of the record of membership of that organization ? 

Mrs. Crorr. No, I didn’t have anything to do with that. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what year was that ? 

Mrs. Crotr. That I went to work for them ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Crorr. I just stated it was, I think, around September of 
1949. That was my best recollection. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You were aware at that time that it had been cited 


by the Attorney General as a Communist-front organization, were 
you not! 

Mrs. Cuorr. Yes, I was aware of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. That made no ditlerence to you’ 

Mrs. Cuorr. I never did accept the right of the Attorney General 
to tell people what « raal izations they can or Cannot belong to, and 


I still don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also belong to the Communist Party in 
W ishington at that time ? 

Mrs. Crior I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first Sodiinata and the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you were working in various capacities in Chicago—let’s con- 
fine it to district 7 of the UE. 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer that question on the first and fifth 
amendment priv ilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. While in Washington, did you become acquainted 
vith Mary Staleup Markward? ¢ 

Mrs. Ciorr. It has been well known in the papers that Mrs. Mark- 
ward, according to what I sad: is a professional paid informer and 
under the circumstances I must invoke the first amendment and the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. By refusing to answer whether you were acquainted 
with her or not ? 

Mrs. Ciorr. By refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Markward, for the record, was an undercover agent 
for the FBI for a number of years in the District of Columbia. 

Mrs. Cuorr. I think it could be noted for the record, too, from 
what I read in the papers that Mrs. Markward 

Mr. Scuerer. If the witness please 

Mrs. Cruorr. Lied. 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no quest ion before you. 

Mrs. Ciorr. She has never been prosecuted for perjury. She said 
she worked meses 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, I have instructed you not to answer. 

Mrs. Cuorr. Yes, Mr. ( ‘hairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no question before you. You refused to 
answer the question. 

Mrs. Crorr. I merely felt if you inserted some knowledge of her I 
coulda Iso 1 nsert some knowledge of her. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, you heard the chairman’s instructions. 

Mrs. Corr. I was merely explaining. I will be quiet. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member at any time while in Washing- 

ton of the Community Club of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Corr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first amendment and the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the testimony of Mrs. Markward, you 
were dropped from the Communist Party rolls at the time that you 
were an employee in the Legation that you spoke of. I believe you 
said it was the Hungarian Legation. Will you tell the committee 
about that ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendments, 
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Mr. Scuerer. Were you, when you were employed by the Hun- 
garian Legation, were you required to sign any ap plication of em- 
ployment or any form which required you to state whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Corr. You mean something from the Hungarian Legation ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mrs. Cuiorr. Oh, no. 

Mr. ScHERE m You didn’t sign any application ? 

Mrs. Crorr. No. 

Mr. Scurrer. Were you asked by anyone when you sought employ- 
ment with the Hungarian Legation whether you were a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Ciorr. Never asked such a question. 

Mr. Watrer. Who recommended you to the Hungarian Govern- 
ment for employment ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I don’t know anyone recommended me. I heard about 
a job being available there, and I was extremely—— 

Mr. Watrer. Do you remember who told you about the job ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I don’t recall. I have tried to recall that. I don’t 
recall. 

Mr. Water. At the time you were employed there, was the Hunga- 
rian Government a Communist, behind-the-lron-Curtain government ? 

Mrs. Crorr. At the time I was employed there, the Government of 
Hungary was made up of a coalition of different political parties, in- 
cluding the Hungarian Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was known as the Hungarian Peoples Republic, 
was it not? 

Mrs. Cuorr. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t mean to interrupt you. 

Mr. Water. Thatisallright. Goahead. 

Mr. Scuerer. Didn’t they ask you any questions at all with refer- 
ence to your background at the time you sought employment or ob- 
tained employment with the Hungarian Legation ? 

Mrs. Crorr. No, Mr. Scherer. The only questions were, had I had 
experience. I took a little shorthand test to be sure I could take the 
dictation and understand people with a foreign accent, but there were 
no questions 

Mr. Scuerer. Concerning the background ? 

Mrs. Cuorr. Of the type you have in mind, none whatsoever. 

Mr. Watter. No loyalty oaths, in other words? 

Mrs. Cuorr. No. 

Mr. Scurrer. You evidently came well recommended ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I don’t know what you mean. 

Mr. Watrer. Well, when people obtain employment from the Fed- 
eral Government of the United States, they take a loyalty oath. I 
am just wondering whether or not the Communists require the same 
type of loyalty commitment. 

Mrs. Crorr. Well, there were no loyalty oaths asked of me, which 
is the question the committee has placed to me. I signed no statements 
to be obedient to Moscow. 

Mr. Cuarvy. Were you assigned to do any work that was of a secret 
or confidential nature “while you were working for that legation 

Mrs. Cuiorr. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What kind of work did you do? 
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Mrs. Crorr. What do you mean by secret or confidential 

Mr. Crarpy. Anything that has to do with the secrets of any em- 
bassy or legation. 

Mrs. Cuiorr. No, only the people who are officials in the embassy 
deal with matters “ an important nature, and I had no such connection 

with anything of that type or character of which you speak. I was 

really just an office worker. 

Mr. CLarpy. No matter how secret a matter may be, if it has to be 
reduced to paper, you have to call in someone with competence in 
shorthand and typewriting in order to get it. My question 1s whether 
or not, when you were working for the Hungarian Legation, any 
secrets of the Communist government were brought to your attention 
by virtue of the dictation you had to take? 

Mrs. Cuorr. There were other people employed. There were Hun- 
garians employed there. If there were such things, it would really 
be ridiculous to call on an American. It seems to me on the face of 
— 

Mr. Crarpy. Not necessarily. 

Mrs. Ciorr. At any rate, that is my opinion. It doesn’t have any 
place here. But I had nothing of this type. But there were other 
people employed there, and there were people who were Hungarian 
nationals, sent over as a part of the Embassy staff. 

Mr. Scuerer. While you were so employed, did you have any con- 
tact at all with the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mrs. Cuorr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever have any discussions with any of the 
other people at the Legation concerning the Communist Party ? You 
were right in the middle of a hotbed of Communists. My question 
is, while you were there did the subject of communism ever come up 
and did you have any discussion about it? 

Mrs. Crorr. Not to my recollection. We discussed, I discussed 
sometimes with people, the Embassy. I was very interested in their 
country. I was very interested in what had happened in Eastern 
Europe, and I was interested in seeing their viewpoint, and I read the 
the pamphlets and leaflets, and things — they published, and 
which were permitted to be circulated in the United States by our 
Government. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why would you refuse to answer—— 

Mrs. CLorr. But everybody at the Legation, there was not an inti- 
mate or real close relationship. 

Mr. Scurrer. Why then, Witness, do you—— 

Mrs. Crorr. I think they were very careful, as a matter of fact, 
not to talk about American affairs. They were very anxious, it was 
my impression, to not in any way give any impression of sticking 
their noses into our affairs. If I felt differently, I wouldn’t work 
there. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did they know you were or had been a member of 
the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mrs. Crorr. How do I know what they know or what they heard, 
or what somebody said? How do I know? How can I know what 
somebody else knows ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever discuss with them the fact you had been 
a member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mrs. Crotr. No; that is a tricky question, Mr. Scherer. Did I dis- 
cuss with them that I had been a member of the Communist Party ‘ 
I decline to answer that question on the same grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. And you also decline to answer the question as to 
whether or not you ever had any communication or contact with the 
Communist Party of the United States while you were employed i 
the Hungarian Legation ? 

Mrs. Ciorr. I did answer that question, I believe. Didn't I? 

Mr. Scuerer. You didn’t answer it. You took the fifth amendment. 

Mrs. Crorr. That is an answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is a declination to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a native of the State of Ohio? 

Mrs. Crorr. Yes, I am. 

Mr. TaveNNeR. Where were you born? 

Mrs. Cxiorr. I was born in Toledo, Ohio. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will you tell the committee briefly what your for- 
mal educational training has been? 

Mrs. Cuorr. 1 graduated from high school, in Parnell, Ohio, a 
suburb of Cleveland, and my family moved to Columbus, Ohio, and 
there I attended Ohio State University for 2 years, not consecutively. 
And that is the extent of my formal education. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you ever on the Communist Party payroll? 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Ciorr. The same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever pass any information from the Hun 
garian Legation to anybody connected with the Communist Party / 

Mrs. Crorr. I would never—what is that question? I am con 
fused by it. Did I ever pass any information from the Hungarian 
Legation to someone who was a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mrs. Ciorr. Was I an agent between the Communist Party of the 
United States and an Eastern Europe country’ No, never. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever pass any 

Mrs. Crorr. Never. I never passed any information to anybody. 
I just went to work. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner asked whether or not you didn’t resign 
as a member of the Communist Party a few days prior to the time 
that you were employed by the Hungarian Legation. Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I declined to answer that question on the grounds of 
first and fifth amendments when Mr. Tavenner asked me, I believe. 
That is my recollection. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you rejoin the Communist Party then after you 
received your employment with the Hungarian Legation 

Mrs. Crorr. I decine to answer that question also on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Criarpy. You say you were at one time employed and worked 
in the Washington Cooperative Book Shop in Washington, D. C./ 

Mrs. Crorr. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Were you ever a member of the board of directors or 
of the group that directed the activities of that shop? 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am going to direct the witness to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mrs. Corr. I am not just clear on the procedure. 

Mr. Criarpy. He has directed you to answer the last question. 

Mrs. Crorr. And I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Crarpy. Isn’t it a fact that you were actually elected to the 
board of directors of that Communist bookshop in the month of July 
1948 ¢ 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You said you knew that the bookshop had been placed 
on the subversive list. Since you had that knowledge at that time, I 
think I should ask you whether or not the subject of communism and 
the activities of the Communist Party was not the subject of frequent 
discussions between you and the others at the bookshop while you 
were employed there ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Crarpy. You know, do you not, that the literature which that 
bookshop distributes is primarily Communist Party literature, do you 
not? You know that of your own experience, having been there and 

old it, don’t you? 

Mrs. Crorr. Well, it would certainly not be my impression, bulk. 
You mean numbers ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think you understand the question. You have a 
good education, and you speak very well, I must say. 

Mrs. Crorr. It is merely secretarial training. It is no brilliance. 
You are a past attorney general, or assistant attorney general for a 
State, aren’t you, and you know much more about this than I do. I 
have a little white-collar training. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, my question, come back to you. 

Mrs. CLorr. I asked you a question for clarification. 

Mr. Crarpy. I will give it to you again. 

Mrs. Crorr. You said everything ‘sold in this bookshop, everything, 
published in the United States. 

Mr. Crarpy. I know they have a few books by people who are not 
Communists. I said a few. But did not the heavy majority of the 
literature and the books sold and distributed through that book- 
shop consist of Communist Party books and literature, designed to 
further the cause of communism? 

Mrs. Crorr. The vast majority of the material in that bookshop 
was not Marxist material. 

Mr. Crarpy. What percentage applies? 

Mrs. Crorr. What percentage? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes. 

Mrs. Crorr. This was a good many years ago. There was a vast 
section on cooking, a vast section on children’s books, vast sections of 
literature, cuirrent novels, history. 
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Mr. Criarpy. But with practically all of them having the left- 
wing Communist slant ? 

Mrs. Ciorr. No, absolutely not. 

Mr. Cuarvy. Did you know that the Communist Party, according 
to testimony taken before us in Los Angeles, actually has gotten down 

;o low that they use the nursery rhymes to promote the Communist 
line? Now, did you have—— 

Mrs. Cuorr. We had Mother Goose in our bookshop. We didn’t 
have 

Mr. Crarpy. With a Communist slant to it? 

Mrs. Crorr. No, Mother Goose, published by Simon & Shuster, I 
believe. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They sort of used that subtly—let me get to something 
else. 

Was this located at 916 17th Street NW. ? 

Mr. Prear. I realize I have no standing before the committee- 

Mr. Ciarpy. Please do not intervene. We have been very generous 
and kind to you. Please subside. 

Mr. Prear. So have I. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Was the bookshop located at 916 17th Street NW., 
Washington, D. C. ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I think that is a matter of record, telephone book. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. I want to know where you were. 

Mrs. Cxiorr. I don’t remember the exact number, but it was 17th 
Street. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. And is it not a fact that Communist meetings were 
held in that bookshop while you were employed there? 

(At this point Mrs. C lott conferred with her attorney, Mr. Prear.) 

Mrs. Crorr. I decline to answer the question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendments privilege. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Were you aware of the fact that the citation mentioned 
by Congressman Walter was in 1942? 

Mrs. Crorr. What was your question ? 

Mr. Crarpy. The citation by Attorney General Biddle was in Sep- 
tember 1942. I say, Were you aware of the fact it had been cited that 
early ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I don’t have any recollection about the date of when it 
was cited. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You went there in 1948 or 1949? 

Mrs. Criorr. I must consult my notes again. 1949, in late 1949. 

Mr. Crarpy. And were you also aware of the fact that, on March 29, 
1944, the House Committee on Un-American Activities had also 
cited it as a Communist-controlled bookshop, Communist-front organi- 
zation ? 

Mrs. Curorr. I am not sure that I knew that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Waurer. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I believe I failed to complete the 
record of employment because of getting out ‘to some of these other 
questions. 

I believe you completed your statement of employment up until the 
time you came to Columbus, T would like for you to continue from 
that point on. 
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Mrs. CLorr. Yes, sir. 

Well, when I came to Columbus, I soon found work as a secretarial 
worker, and that was the 15th of December, I believe. That would be 
1953, and then all of 1954 : have continued to work at that same place 

a up until September 1, when Mr. Jones, who faces me there, came 

nto the office where I wor y He might at least have come to my home, 
in my opinion, and 1 hour later I was fired. At 3:30 he came, and at 
4:30 1 was fired. Kut, nevertheless, I have no reluctance to give the 
committee the name of my employer, but I would not like it ‘if I can 
avoid it that it be in the newspapers, because it would hurt this man’s 
business very much. I am sure it would. He had no knowledge that I 
had worked for labor unions before. It would be a shame for him to 
lose his business. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is nothing wrong about working for labor 
unions, nothing wrong in the world. 

Mrs. Cirorr. Do you know, Mr. Tavenner, as long as I put labor 
unions on my applications for jobs here I couldn’t get one, and the 
day I left it off I was offered three jobs? It may be coincidence, and 
itmay not. But it is a fact 

Mr. TAvENNER. oe only thing that could possibly affect you in 
that situation was whether or not you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party. en, aca the opportunity now to state whether or not 
you had been, whether you withdrew from the Communist Party. If 
you had withdrawn from the Communist Party, and would tell the 
committee the truth and the facts about it, it shouldn’t, you should 
not be in any way discriminated against because of it. 

Mrs. Ciorr. You know as well as I do, if a person were a member 
and said so, they would - incriminating themselves, and if they were 
not a member and said so, some stool pigeon would say they were, 
and you would be up on a perjury rap. I decline to answer on the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that when you put on your application 
for work, that you had been employed by labor unions, did you state 
on your application that they had been labor unions which had been 
ousted from the national organizations because of Communist control 
and domination ? 

Mrs. Crorr. I worked for a large number of labor unions from 
1937. I worked for nothing but labor unions. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many labor unions did you work for that have 
been expelled from the national organization because of Commmunist 
direction and control ? 

Mrs. Crorr. Of course, the committee has the record of what the 
Electrical Workers Union said it was expelled from the CIO for. 

Mr. Ciarpvy. What the CIO said ? 

Mrs. Crorr. Yes, and you also have on record what the UE has to 
say about it because Mr. [ Russe = Nixon, of the UF, testified before 
this committee last spring, and he told you. You have a record on 
that. So I simply wrote down the exact name of the union for which 
I had worked. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that include the United Mine, Mill, and Smelter 
Workers Union ? 

Mrs. Cuorr. Did I put on my application I had worked for them? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
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Mrs. Cuiorr. The application didn’t ask, as I recall it, for that far 
back. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is one that you gave, wasn’t it? 

Mrs. Crorr. On what? On my application— 

Mr. Tavenner. On your application. 

Mrs. Ciorr. For employment at my place I was just fired from? 

Mr. TavenneEr. No, information as to what prior employment you 
had had. 

Mr. Crarpy. So it will be clear, are you asking her now about those 
instances where she claims when she disclosed her 
the past she was not given employment ? 

Mr. TavenneER. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Confine your answer to that. 

Mrs. Ciorr. On those applications, I simply listed United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of America, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Crarpy. UE, 

Mrs. Crorr. And I was not given employment. And when I left 
it off, I was. Now, anybody can come to thei ‘ir own conclusion, and 
nobody can prove why I wasn’t hired. When I left it off, I was. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You don’t suspect that the listing of the name or ini 
tials UE had anything to do with it ? 

Mrs. Ciorr. Lots of employers don’t like union people. 
that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am asking about the specific one. 
might have had something to do with it? 

Mrs. Cuorr. I don’t think so at all. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You don’t? 

Mrs. Cuorr. I don’t think that many employers know the difference 
from one union to another or distinguish between them. That is a 
matter of my opinion. 

Mr. Watrer. You would be surprised how many employers know 
all about UE. 

Mrs. Corr. Well, there are some who don’t. These may well not 
have ever heard of it, particularly if they were nonindustrial people, 
see. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Water. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now the witness is excused. 

Mrs. Crorr. May I ask for my witness fees, because I had to travel 
from Columbus here ? 

May I also place one thing in the record? I think that you would 
grant me this particular privilege since I did work for a foreign lega- 
tion, for that 1 year. The question could arise because it has been 
asked of other people before: Did you commit any acts of 
or espionage, or were you a spy or something like that ? 
to make it clear—— 

Mr. Watrer. We are not investigating that sort of thing. That 
comes within the authority and jurisdiction of the FBI. 

Mrs. Cuorr. I mean within the record it looks like, as this record is 
written 

Mr. Watter. You left it here. We will examine it. 

Mrs. Cuorr. I want it known I would never in any way do anything 
like this against my country, which I dearly love. 


union activities in 
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Mr. Ciarpy. May it not occur to you that we did not raise that ques- 
tion, and by your injecting it into the record you may have raised a 
suspicion founded or ill- founded in people’s minds. We deliberately 
stayed away from it. I am sorry that you saw fit to bring it up at all. 

Mrs. Crorr. You can understand why I did. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is dismissed. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Charles H. Marcum. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you raise your hand ? 

You do solemnly swear that ‘the testimony you are about to give in 
this hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Marcum. I do. 

Mr. Scuerer. Be seated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF CHARLES H. MARCUM 


Mr. Marcum. Charles H. Marcum. 

Mr. Crarpy. Spell that. 

Mr. Marcum. M-a-r-c-u-m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Marcum, according to the rules of the commit- 
e you are entitled to have counsel with you if you so desire. 

Mr. Marcum. I understand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, when and where were you born ? 

Mr. Marcum. Dayton, Ohio, August 1911. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Marcum. Dayton, the village of Kittridge, a suburb of Dayton. 
Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Dayton? 

Mr. Marcum. Forty-three years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Marcum. Well, I went as far as the eighth grade, and I started 
in the ninth grade, quit school, and went to work, and in 1942 I took 
an advanced course in machine shop, map, and blueprint. 

Mr. Tavevner. What has been your employment, Mr. Marcum, 
since 1945? 

Mr. Marcum. Well, I can give you my life employment about as 
easy. Istarted to work at—— 

Mr. Tavenner. That is not necessary. Cover the period from 1945. 

Mr. Marcum. Since 1945, I worked at the Master Electric Co. up 
until June of 1952. I left the Master Electric Co., I went to work at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and stayed there until January 

of 1953. ‘Then I went to work at the International Tool Co., at which 
I am now employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been identified in testimony here, Mr. 
Marcum, as having been at one time a member of the Communist 
Party. Isthat ide ntific ation of you correct ? 

Mr. Marcum. By who? 

Mr. Tavenner. By Mr. Arthur Strunk. 

Mr. Marcum. If you will excuse me, Mr. Chairman, I want to say 
he isa liar. 

' Mr. Ms AVENNER. You have never been a member of the Communist 
arty 


( 


~~ 
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Mr. Marcum. | have not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, have you ever attended Communist Party 
meetings ? 

Mr. Marcum. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period from 1947 to 1949, how were you 
employed ? 

Mr. Marcum. The Master Electric Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Located in 

Mr. Marcum. Dayton, 125 Davis Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dayton, Ohio. 

During that period of time, did you make any donations to the 
Communist Party, knowing that you were doing so / 

Mr. Marcum. Not tomy knowledge. I might correct that. I worked 
a part time job for Mr. R. H. Cowden, construction company. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who? 

Mr. Marcum. C-o-w-d-e-n. It was a part-time job. I worked at 
nights, repairing his road equipment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Well, your answer to the statement that you were 
identified as a Communist Party member at one time is that you-have 
never been a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Marcum. I never have been and I am not now, and I wish that 
statement to be stricken from the records, to clear me, that I haven't 
been. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Were you here when Mr. Strunk testified ? 

Mr. Marcum. I wasnot. I was working. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Have you had any report given to you of what he said 
in some detail ? 

Mr. Marcum. Only in the papers. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You haven't talked with anyone who was present at 
the hearing ¢ 

Mr. Marcum. I have talked to nobody concerning Mr. Strunk. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know Mr. Strunk ? 

Mr. Marcum. I don’t believe I ever met the man. 

Mr. CLARDY. And you are telling us now not only that you never 
have been a member of the party, but that you have never contributed 
te the funds or ever paid dues to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marcum. To my knowledge, no. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What do you mean, to your knowledge? Wouldn’t you 
know it if you did ? 

Mr. Marcum. I would think so. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you ever give any funds to anyone for transmis 
sion to Mr. Strunk ? 

Mr. Marcum. No. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you ever give any money to him ? 

Mr. Marcum. No. 

Mr. Crarpy. Or to any other person whom you knew to be collect- 
ing dues for the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marcum. I knew of no one collecting dues for the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you acquainted with anyone that you knew to 
be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marcum. Tomy knowledge, no. 

Mr. Criarpy. You have worked at the present location for how long 
did you say ? 
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Mr. Marcum. At the International Tool, I have been there since 
January of 1953. 

Mr. Criarpy. I believe you were the first president of the UE, local 
154% 

Mr. Marcum. Absolutely I wasn’t. 

Mr. Criarpy. Sir? 

Mr. Marcum. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You were not? 

Mr. Marcum. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Is there anybody else by the name of Charles H. Mar 
cum in this community ? 

Mr. Marcum. Well, there is, yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. By the same identical name ? 

Mr. Marcum. Charles H., but there is a trust officer at the Third 
National Bank by the name of Charles Marcum. Remember, the union 
was in Master Electric before 1942. I went to work in 1942. So J 
couldn't be the first president. 

Mr. Crarpy. You were a president ? 

Mr. Marcum. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know of any other Charles Marcum ? 

Mr. Marcum. The only one I know is the one I mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever a subscriber to the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Marcum. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. When? 

Mr. Marcum. I can’t tell you the year. I don’t know. It must have 
been somewhere around 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Marcum. Approximately a year, I believe. I wouldn't say for 
sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall who sold the Daily Worker to you, 
your subscription to you? 

Mr. Marcum. No; I don't. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you ever attend any meetings that you knew to 
be meetings of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Marcum. Absolutely not, and if I would have, I would have 
turned them over to the proper authorities, the FBI, years ago; not 
now. 

Mr. Scuerer. If there has been any mistake in this case, of course, 
we want to correct it. Iam ordering the staff to make an investigation 
with reference to this matter. 

Mr. Crarpy. We don’t have available, we didn’t get daily copy, 
so we may go over the testimony in detail, of Mr. Strunk, to ask him 
specific questions, have we? Do you have any notes there? 

Mr. Scuerer. Well 

Mr. Marcum. I have been president of UE Local 754; I was presi- 
dent from about 1945 until 1952, other than 1 year. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And in another year, 1949, were you president of a 
local at another point? 

Mr. Marcum. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Crarpy. You were not? 

Mr. Marcum. No, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, this man has made his denial under oath. I 
think there should be complete and further investigation, and if it is 
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found that there was some mistake in this instance, the committee 
should and will acknowledge it publicly. 

Mr. Criarpy. Of course, if there is no mistake, and we are saying 
this without prejudging anything at all, if there is no mistake, we 
may summon you again to confront you with some of the specific 
details of the further investigation 

Mr. Marcum. I am willing 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). And give you an opportunity to say 
what you wish. 

Mr. Marcum. I ain willing to appear in front of this committee or 
any other committee, I don’t care what it is, and tell them I am not 
a Communist. I never have been, and I hope I never have to be. 

Mr. Watrer. Well, it is very refreshing to me to hear somebody 
sit there and say that, maid of hiding behind the Constitution that 
they would destroy if they had an opportunity. 

Mr. Marcum. I think you people owe me and my family an apology, 
and you are going to give it to me one way or the other. 

Mr. Criarpy. May we assure you, Witness, that if a witness has been 
mistakenly identified, we will do a great deal more than you probably 
wish us to do. 

Mr. Marcum. It is a poor thing to mistake a person’s name. 

Mr. Crarvy. We have no assurance yet that he has. 

Mr. Marcum. I have. I have a job, and I am going to keep that 
job some way. Iama foreman. 

Mr. Scurrer. We will see that you keep your job. 

Mr. Marcum. I didn’t lie when I took my job. You can look at 
my application at Wright Field. I told everything on it that I have 
ever done, from the time I was a kid, and there is no use lying about it. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are excused. The staff will contact you. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Elizabeth (Betty) Nelson. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you cahiemtee swear the testimony you are about 
to give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mrs. Netson. I do. 

Mr. TavenNeER. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF ELIZABETH L. NELSON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HER COUNSEL, J. PAUL PREAR 


Mrs. Netson. My name is Elizabeth L. Nelson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ¢ 

Mrs. Netson. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Taverner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 
Mr. Prear. I think the stenographer has it, J. Paul Prear. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mrs. Netson. I reside at 520 Edison Street. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Dayton? 

Mrs. Netson. Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. TAvENNER. ioe long have you lived in Dayton ? 

Mrs. Netson. My parents brought me here from Herrodsburg, Ky.. 
when 4 months old, and I have lived here 36 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now employed ? 
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Mrs. Netson. I am employed at Delco eeu. plant 11, of Kitt- 
ridge. It is not in Dayton. It is still a part of Deleo Products, 
General Motors. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time held an official position in a 
union which required you to file a non-Communist affidavit under the 
Taft- Hartley Act? 

Mrs. Netson. Wouldn’t that be a matter of record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, whether it is or not, I am asking you the 
question. 

Mrs. Netson. I decline to answer that on the first and the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I request she be directed to answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scnerer. Iam sorry. I didn’t hear the paar 

Mr. Tavi NNER. The question was whether or not she at any time 
held a position in a union under which she was ageinedl by the Taft- 
Hartley (ct to file a non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. SCHERER. Yes, you are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Netson. I don’t know what went on in the proceedings here 
yesterday. I meee there was a paid FBI informant, and under those 
ircumstances, and where I mi ah t be put i 1 Jeopardy of my life, my 
liberty, and my property, I will have to a I wish to assert the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you mee: in 1948? 

Mrs. Netson. I started at Delco in 1936. I was laid off in 1939 for 
9 months. No, I will take that back. I started at McCrory’s in the 10- 
cent store, worked part time. I went every day. I have been there 18 
years in November, except the time I was laid off in 1939, approxi- 
mately. I worked at Loose-Wiles Biscuit Co., a division of Sunshine 
Biscuit Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time were you a member of a 
union having a contract with your employer ? 

Mrs. Netson. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the union ? 

Mrs. Netson. It was the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America, CIO. 

Mr. TAvenner. What number was the local ? 

Mrs. Neutson. 755. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold a position at any time in that local ? 

Mrs. Netson. First I started out as a steward, and I worked in that 
plant, trying to get a union into Delco, because we didn’t have one at 
that time. When I was laid off, I realized that you weren’t in if you 
didn’t have seniority. Some could have 6 months, ms aybe some a year 
and one-half. When I got back, I made up my mind I would go down 
there and try to help the people that were try ing to get a union in Delco 
to get one. I have been second vice president of that local. I have 
been a delegate to Montgomery County Council. I have been elected 
to go to the State CIO convention. I have also been alternate com- 
mitteewoman for my department. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, as an official in that union you were required 
to file a non-Com - eer affidavit ; were you not? 

Mrs. Nerson. I said I declined to answer that under the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was the office that you held in that 
union ¢ 
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Mrs. Netson. Which union? 

Mr. Tavenner. The UE. 

Mrs. Netson. The UE? 

Mr. Tavenner. Local 755. 

Mrs. Nerson. I told you I was second vice president, and I don’t 
remember whether it was 1941 or 1942. I wouldn't say exactly. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. What union were you a member of in 
1947 and 1948? 

Mrs. Nextson. If I am not mistaken, it was UE-CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what position did you hold in the union at 
that time ? 

Mrs. Netson. If I am not mistaken, I think I was alternate commit- 
teewoman in my department. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any other position in that union be- 
sides that at any time? 

Mrs. Netson. In the UE-CIO? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Netson. Not that I can recollect. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what other unions were you a member of be- 
sides the two you have mentioned ? 

Mrs. Netson. Well, I can’t say I really was a member of any other 
one, but except when they tried to raid and come in and bring IUE into 
our shop, and naturally I stood up, and I think I have a right to vote 
my convictions, and I did vote at that membership meeting not to 
secede from the CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was testified here that Mr. Joe Brant, accom 
panied by Mr. Arthur Strunk, came to see you at your home, and that 
you had advised them that you had resigned from the Communist 
Party, and had not gotten any reply to your resignation. Do you 
recall that having h: appened ? 

Mrs. Netson. I decline to answer on the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
any time you held any of the various positions that you have described 
in your union? 

Mrs. Netson. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. Netson. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Netson. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Roger Dunham? 

Mrs. Netson. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mr. John C. Mitchell? 

Mrs. Nexson. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Both Mr. Dunham and Mr. Mitchell have also 
identified you as having been a member of the Communist Party here 
in Dayton. Is that identification of you correct, or is it false? 

Mrs. Netson. I assert the privilege of the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

The witness is excused. 

(Witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Scurrer. The committee will have a 15-minute recess. 

(A recess was taken at this point. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. The city commission is going to meet in this room 
approximately at 2:30, so the committee will adjourn or recess until 
tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock instead of 9 o’clock, because the city 
commission also meets tomorrow morning between 9 and 10. 

(Whereupon, at 2:05 p. m., the hearing was adjourned until 10 
a.m., Wednesday, September 15, 1954.) 
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